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8 in my younger 
N years, I received 
from you the ru- 
diments of know- 
ledge; I thought 


it not improper; to dedicate 


this, my firſt appearance in 
publick, to you: as a grate- 
ful acknowledgement of the 
benefit I received from your 
inſtructions ſo long ſince, 

An: as 


F” DEDICATION. 
a well as the advantage of 


your friendſhip ſtill continu- 
ed to, 


Your obliged, 
3 Humble Servant, 


RoBERT EMMus. 


MES I have exceeded the 
linie, ty intentions 
„ N in this diſcourſe, i fall 
[CNS not add to it by a tedi- 
9 cus preface: When 1 
firſt turn d my thoughts on this ſub- 
ect; I intended no more, than from 
the pulpit to guard the younger ' 
part, eſpecially of theſe to whom I 
then preach d, from the impreſſion of 
infidelity : but as I have fince had 
ſufficient leiſure, though attended with 
a very infirm ſtate of health, I was 
willing to review, and enlarge my. 
thoughts; and communicate them to 
the publick, as an offering in ſer- 
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ro 
e to give no offence to any: but 


have repreſented the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion juſt as it appears to myſelf, 
without regard to any particular 
party. If any think fit to give 
theſe lines the reading, I only de- 
fire they may do it without par- 
tiality; and not refuſe what may be 
conclu ive for the ſake of what ap- 
pears otherwiſe to them. 
I Have, thro the whole, aim'd at 
ſetting forth the excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion: 4ut have been 
moſt particular on the comparative 
view of Chriſtianity with natural Re- 
ligion, as thinking it moſt ſeaſonable 
at preſent. I hope after ſo much as 
has been writ on the ſubject of pro- 


hecies, and miracles, I may be ex- 


\ Cuſed that I have not inſiſted par- 


ticularly on the proof of thoſe exter- 
nal. evidences. My chief defign is 
i induce men to ſubmit to the go- 


 vernment of Chriſt from its internal 


excellency ; and to vindicate it from 
W's objeftions 
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The PR EF ACE i 
objectiont againſt that. In this: pam 
I have expreſſed a larger charity 95 
the Heathen world; and been more 
particular in conſidering their fate, 
than ſome may think needful. -'The 
religion of Jeſus breathing ſo much 
charity, and expreſly declaring that 
GOD is LOVE; I am not appre- 
henfrve I have extended my charity 
further than becomes a diſciple of 
the merciful Jeſus. I readily ac- 
knowledge it is of infinitely greater 
concern for us to improve our ad- 
vantages, than to exerciſe our thoughts 
on others: but in as much as the 
confideration- of ſo great a part of 
mankind being without revelation 
has been improved into an argument 
e all revelation; I think it may 

eſerve ſome thoughts. | 
If what I now publiſh may be 
ſucceſsful to recover the Sceptical, to 
confirm the Chriſtian, and to engage 
thoſe who own Chriſtianity to live: © 
ſuitably to it, and enter into tb 
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pleaſures of religion : it is what I 1 
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Excellency. and Advantage 


OF THE 


Goſpel Diſpenſation. 


> HEN I ſeriouſly. conſider the 
advantages of Revelation, and 
eſpecially of the Goſpel: Revela- 
tion; the benefit hereof appears 
| ſo evident, that I cannot but 
vonder, that any who are ac- 
TRE quainted with it ſhould oppoſe 
it : and eſpecially in a country, where they have 
the advantage of having it fairly propoſed to 
them. For it muſt be acknowledged, that this 
diſpenfation, ſo worthy of God, and ſo beneficial 
'to man, has been in ſome parts of the world, and 
by ſome perſons, ſo greatly corrupted, and re- 
preſented ſo widely different from what it really 


5 


is in its genuine n that had men no 


other way of fo a judgment of chriſtianity, 
than from ſome — given of it by men 


* no 


of ſuperſtitious and _— minds, it would be 


iner ition ng 
k with, red * 
this is not the caſe. with. us, We have 
the ſacred -oracles rules. . in which 
(notwithſtanding ſome particular difficulties, not 
affecting the Ps ain and ſufficient evidence of their 
containing a divine revelation, nor the general and 
ſtanding rule of a chriſtian's actions in order to 
25 acceptance _ ey Al which ſacred — 
ay, we may elear cern t 
— I g a bier K pen, ant 
various degrees of revelation; namely, the = 
very of mankind to a ſtate of holineſs, and con- 
ſummate happineſs, in and through a Mediator. 
This is the apparent deſign of the ſcripture 
Revelation, from = giving of the firſt prom 
to the ap af our, 
miniſtry And this was the wu c. cy "of 
his ks doctrine: and to this end were the 
Apoſtles commiſſioned by him to diſciple 17 na- 
tions: and for this work were 1 1 
by the inſtructions of their _ and:M 
and by the miraculous gi Nes Ghoſt. 
When we impartially conſider - ht 
us, the duties enjoined us, the aſſiſtance. promited 
us, and the motives propoſed to us hy Chriſt, and 
his inſpired Apoſtles ; we muſt acknow — 
yoke of Chriſt to be eaſy and his burthen- ight 
and ſhould rejoice, that his kind and jous 
invitation is extended to us. For when he ſays, 
Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30. Come unto me, all. ye that 


labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 


reſt. Take my — and learn of me, for 
33 y in beart ; 1 
or your. ſouls : for my yoke is eaſy, and my hurtben 
1 A5 there can be no doubt but this kind 
invitation may without violence be extended to us 
Gentiles. * 
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promiſed to the Fews to ra 
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And ſince it is an important truth, that the 
yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his burthen light, it 

ighly concerns us to be duly appriſed of it: 
efpecially as a thorough corffideration hereof would 
mani tend to raiſe our higheſt gratitude to 
God. for placing us under the dominion of our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt z and to reconcile our minds 


to an entire ſubmiſſion to him. Now though 1 


think, the text refer*d to, may be juſtly extended 
to us Gentiles, yet, I readily grant, that 

1. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did immediately ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the Jets. It was to them, that 
his perſonal miniſtry was chiefly, almoſt entirely 
confined. For he himſelf ſays: I am not, ſent, 


but unto the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. 


Matt. xv. 24. He was the L am. —- whom 

ie up like unto Moſes, 
from among their brethren z that one eminent 
perſon, of whom they diſcovered their expecta- 
tions: Art thou be that ſhould come? Matt. xi. 3. 
And to whom they were required to hearken. 
This glorious perſon, who was afterwards declared 
to be the Son of God with power, by his reſur- 
rection from the dead, did graciouſly invite the 
Fews to come unto him, and to take his 2 
upon them, with an aſſurance, that his yoke is 
eaſy, and his burthen light; and that in ſo doing, 


they would find reſt for their ſouls. And, had 


they obeyed the call, and complied with the invi- 
tation; they would have found relief and eaſe from 
the burthen of the ceremonial law: a yoke which 
neither they nor their fathers were able to bear ; 
which was added by reaſon of tranſgreſſion; 
a diſpenſation, which could not make the comers 
thereunto perfect, Heb. x. 1. k 

There. were indeed wiſe reaſons for ſuch a 
diſpenſation : as, partly to keep them a diſtinct 


people, and to preſerve them from idolatry, 
| B 2 while 


j 
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[4] 
while they were continually imployed in the ſer- 
vice of the true God ; partly to remind them of 
their obligation to purity, and true holineſs; and 
partly as a ſchoolmaſter, to bring them unto 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24, the law being a type and 
ſhadow of that truth, of that grace and mercy 
that came by Chriſt who was the end of the 
law : for which reaſon the law was not perpetual, 
but of a temporary inſtitution ; as the Apoſtle 
reaſons in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews vil. 18. 
There is verily a diſanulling of the commandment 
going before, for the unprofitableneſs thereof. Not- 
withſtanding this, as the law was not for its own 
ſake, and as tho? real holineſs conſiſted in the 
performances thereby required, any further than 
complied with in obedience to divine authority, 
and for the ends propoſed : yet, it might be ſaid 
to give them much labour that were exerciſed 
therein; and occaſion them to be heavy laden: 
and from this they might expect eaſe, by receiv- 
ing the diſpenſation of the Meſſiah, to which they 
were invited by our Lord, | ODE. 

And further they would, by taking the yoke 
of the Meſſiah, or ſubmitting to his authority, 
have found eaſe under the Roman yoke. It is true 
our Lord's kingdom is .not of this world : And 
therefore he never courted their acceptance of him 
by propoſing to ſubdue their enemies under them. 
Nevertheleſs there is reaſon to believe their em- 
| bracing the Meſſiah, would have been attended 
with eaſe, in reſpect to the Roman yoke which they 
groaned under : and that, not nl as the princi- 
ples of his religion had the higheſt -tendency to 
promote contentment, and adminiſter ſupports un- 
der every diſagreeable circumſtance in life; but 
alſo as it would have prevented ſuch a conduct 
in them, as pravoked the reſentment of the Ro- 
man power, and ſo have prevented thaſe * 
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calamitous ruin of that people; and that, oc- 
caſionꝰd by their obſtinate rejection of the true 


Meſſiah, and their confident expectation of a 


temporal deliverer, even to the laſt extremity. 
Nor is it reaſonable to doubt but that the Fewwifþ 
converts were generally preſerv'd from being e- 


- qually involved in that calamity, and that from 


the warning given them by our Lord's predic- 
tions. | 

2, It may further be obſerv'd, that, as out 
Lord went about doing good, and healing all 
manner of diſeaſes, there 1s no reaſon to exclude 


ſuch as were groaning under the calamities of 


life from this kind and general invitation. And 
ſince he is by all his diſciples acknowledged to 
be a ſpiritual Saviour; all ſuch will readily ad- 
mit the invitation to be extended to ſuch as were 
mourning under a ſenſe of their ſpiritual mala- 
dies. This I ſhall not enlarge upon at preſent, 
but proceed to ſhew that, | 

3. The invitation of our Lord, though given 
to the Jes, may be juſtly extended to all to 
whom the Goſpel is preached. Thoſe that la- 
bour and are heavy laden, of every nation un- . 


der Heaven, to whom this diſpenſation is made 


known, may juſtly conceive of Chriſt as ſpeaking 
to them in his word. For though, according to 
the ſcheme of divine government, our Lord's 
perſonal miniſtry was among the peculiar choſen 
people of God; and the apoſtles were to preach 


the Goſpel (repentance, and remiſſion of ſins in 


the name of Jeſus) firſt among them : yet, on 
the refuſal of the 7eus they turned to the Gen- 
tiles; and their preaching the ſame Goſpel to 
them was agreeable to the purpoſe of God, that 
Chriſt ſhould be a light unto the Gentiles, and 
for ſalvation unto the ends of the earth, As xiii. 


47. 
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47. And, thus, we Gentiles are authorized tb 
regard the words of our Saviour, before men- 
tioned, as left on record for our inſtruction, and 
enco , Under the various difficulties of 
life 3 and as a kind and ious invitation to 
us to come unto him: with an intimation of the 
eaſe of his government, and an affurance, that 

on ſo doing, we ſhall find reft to our ſouls. 
But, then, we are carefully to remember that 
our coming to Chriſt muſt be in order to learn 
of him; and with a diſpoſition to ſubmit to 
his authoriry, and government. (1.) This we 
are induc'd to from the character our Lord gives 
of himſelf, meek and lowly. And this character 
rather than any other, may be here mentioned 
to dire& us in particular to learn a meek, and 
lowly ſpirit of him, to which a due conſidera- 
tion of the meek and lowly Jeſus will greatly con- 
duce. This muſt not be regarded as of little 
moment; but of the higheſt importance to our 
framing right apprehenſions of our religion : this 
is neceſſary to our being of a teachable ſpirit ; 
and is attended with the encouragement of ex- 
preſs promiſes: The meek will be guide in judg- 
ment, and the meek will be teach in his way. Pl. 
xxv. 9. God reſiſteih the proud, but giveth grace 
to the humble. James iv. 6. (2.) It is a further 
motive to our ſubmiſſion to the authority of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that his yoke is eaſy, and his bur- 
then light. The laws and maxims of his govern- 
ment being happily form'd to enlighten our 
minds, and rectify our miſtakes ; to ſuch as ſub- 
mit to him his government will therefore ap- 
pear mild, and eaſy. Not that we are to ap- 
prehend his yoke to be eaſy, and his burthen 
light, in contradiſtinction to ſuch paſtages of 
his own inſtructions, as put us upon counting 
the coſt of becoming his diſciples : viz. to be 
enntent 


[33 
content. to take up the cros, and oom * 


Matt. xvi. 24. to ſee that our ri 
ceed that of the ſcribes, and phariſeas, Matt. u 
20. to ſtrive to, enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
Matt. vii. 13, &c, If we would: entertain hages 
of being acknowledged: by him, - we: muſt not be 
— 2 him re men, Mark viii. 38. — 
conſequently we are not at liberty: to thinlæ, 

ſpeak, and aft as we pleaſe ; hut muſt acknow- 
ledge his authority, and be obedient; ta his laws 
if we would find reſt to our ſouls: and; then may 
we juſtly. rejoice in hope of the pronuſetd: reſt; 
for ln the author of eternal ſalvation to all 
that: obey. him. This being premiſed, I naw 

| to what. I chiefly intend, namely, 

To ſhow in what reſpects our — — yoke 
is eaſy, and his burthen light: Naw:if; I cammake 
it appear that: the government: of Ghyift is - light 
and eaſy, compared witli the: Moſaic: di | 
the law of nature, the: inventions of men, the; do- 
minion. of ſin, or the: porvar of vicious habit if 
this, I ſay, can be made appear; I may; juſtly 
aſſert that the yoke:af, Chriſt is. eaſy, and his 
burthen light; and that / ta ſubmit: thereunts;. is 
the wiſeſt courſe. men can take in order to their 

eſent eaſe; and tet find reſt: unto their ſoula 

his is what I hopa ta make evident; and ſinee 
our Lord's perſonal miniſtry was among the Jetys, 
and his invitations made te them; I begin with 
endeavouring to ſhow, 


5. I. That the government af Chriſt is eaſy com: 
pared with the. Jewiſh: ceremonial-law,. and that dn 


diverſe: reſpects, 

1. It is ſo oxi accoymof the: greater: evidence or 
cleaxneſ5s'of the. aulule di ow. It is withs re- 
ference to that veilꝭd and ſſiadamy diſpenſation, 
that the apoſtle. Paul ſays, we (Chriſtians): all 

wich 
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with open face, beholding as in a glaſs the glor 
of the "Low, are —2 2 As it. 1 3. We 
have now a more clear diſcernment of the glory 
of the Redeemer, his nature, and offices, than 
they had. Some things, which they only diſ- 
cern'd as afar off, and which were difficult when 
only read in prophecy, are plain to us ſince the 
accompliſhment 3 not that the prophecies were 
expreſs'd ambiguouſly, like the heathen oracles, 
with deſign to be capable of accompliſhment b' 
different and contrary events. No ! for thoug 
it muſt; be granted that all the prophecies were 
not each of them alike full and clear, God hav- 
ing by diverſe manners, and in various degrees 
ſpoken to the fathers, Heb. i. 1. yet we may ſee 
an amazing harmony in their terminating and 
centring in the perſon of the Meſſiah, though 
many of them were given forth, at great diſtance 
of time from each other. 
The true reaſon why the pious Jews, and the 
apoſtles themſelves, for a while, were ſo much 
at a loſs in underſtanding thoſe prophecies that 
are now moſt clear to us; was, not only that 
they, as well as others, were pleaſed with tempo- 
ral proſperity, and ſo might the more readily 
fall in with the general notion of the Fews of 
that age; but their difficulty aroſe likewiſe from 
the ſtupendouſneſs of the deſign, wherein the 
thoughts of God appeared to be as high as Hea- 
ven above the thoughts of men ; and hence — 
were at a loſs with reſpect to ſome of the plaine 
redictions. To be David's ſon, and yet his 
ord, was a problem to the Fews in the days of 
our Lord's miniſtry ; which they knew not how 
to reſolve ; and yet never pretended to deny its 
reference to the Meſſiah. And it is no wonder 
that they overlook*d ſo much the deſcriptions of 
a ſuffering Saviour, as what the inclinations — 
| anima 
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animal nature were not likely to byaſs them to: 
eſpecially when we conſider what paradoxes — 
were to frail ſhort-fighted men. To be a prie 
for ever, and yet to be cut off for the {ins of 
the people. To ſit on the throne of his father 
David, and be exalted to univerſal dominion : 
and yet to be ſtricken and afflicted of God, 
and deſpiſed of men, theſe things they knew 
not how to account for : nor was it any wonder 
that they were more delighted with the deſcrip- 
tions of his exalred ſtate. But now to us, who 
ſee at leaſt in a good meaſure the accompliſh- 
ment of ſeemingly diſagreeing prophecies of our 
Lord ; and that in a true and proper ſenſe, and 
in the only conceivable ſenſe, in which they can 
agree; it is a confirmation to our faith. And 
here by the way the Jewiſb fable, concerning 
two Meſſiahs, the one ſuffering, the other victo- 
rious, is a virtual confeſſion, that their ſcriptures 
do as truly, and literally deſcribe the ſuffering 
as the glorious ſtate of the Meſſiah. But what 
I chiefly intend here, is to obſerve the great ad- 
vantage of the Goſpel above the law of Moſes, 
in the clearer diſcovery of the Meſſiah, the ob- 
ject of their hopes; the ſpiritual nature of his 
kingdom, and the way of ſalvation by him. In 
this reſpect Chriſtians have vaſtly the advantage 
of the Jews, who waited for the redemption of 


Tſrael : while we behold this Son of David as the 


head over all things: and as David was king o- 
ver God's peculiar people, ſo we behold nations 


of Gentile converts now the people of God by 


viſible profeſſion, acknowledging as their Lord 
and head, their Prince and Saviour, this Son of 
David. Nor is it unreaſonable to expect that 
the Zews (tho' at preſent enemies to the Goſpel,) 
ſhall, as a people, acknowledge the Meſſiah's title, 
and ſubmit themſelves to the authority and do- 
C | minion 
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minion of Jeſus the Son of David, ſince as touch- 
ing the election they are beloved for the fathers 
ſakes, Rom. xi. 28. and ſince though diſperſed 
among the nations, they are yet preſerved a diſ- 
tinct and ſeparate people. 

Further, all their numerous ſacrifices could 
but atone for ceremonial offences; they were 


uſeful, indeed, to mar in the minds of that 


people a ſenſe of God's holineſs ; and to pre- 
3 them for the doctrine of atonement by a 

edeemer : but they never were deſign'd for the 
atonement of heinous immoralities. Hence Da- 
vid cries out, Pſal. li. 5. Thou deſireſt not ſa- 
criſice, elſe would I give it. But the blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſins: and we are call- 
ed to repentance, with the aſſurance of remiſſion 


of ſins, in the name of Jeſus ; even from thoſe, 


which, by the law of Moſes, no proviſion was 
made for. 
2. The government of Chriſt is eaſier than the 


law of Moſes ;, on account of the greater plainneſs 


of its precepts, for the general conduct of our 
lives. The one abounds in many burthenſome 
rites, in which they were continually employed : 
the other inſiſts on the practice of the eternal, 
and invariable duties of religion ; its poſitive in- 
junctions being very few in number, more ſimple 
in their nature, and more obvious in their de- 
ſign, to advance real holineſs, and the practice 
of thoſe duties which approve themſelves to 
our underſtanding as worthy of God to enjoin, 
and neceſſary for us to practiſe. Such as the 
love of God in the higheſt degree ; which implies 
eſteem and reverence of the ſupreme Being, and 


acting ſuitably to the relation we bear to him; 
and then encourages our committing our ſelves to 


him in well doing, as to our faithful Creator. 
Next to this, the loving our neighbour (that is 
35 according 
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according ta the ſcripture explication, all man- 
kind) as our ſelves, is plainly founded on our my- 
tual relations and wants; and muſt be highly 
beneficial, as it evidently tends to the general 
good of mankind ; foraſmuch as every one ſtands 
in need of aſſiſtance from others; and it is no 
ſmall recommendation of Chriſt's inſtitutions, 
that they extend our obligations ſo widely, plain- 
ly correcting the miſtake of the Fews, Again, 
the laws of temperance and ſobriety, and the 
moderation of our paſſions, are apparently neceſ- 
fary in order to our being capable of ſerving and 
enjoying God, or having the true rational, and 
moſt ſublime enjoyment of our ſelves : and, with- 
out the obſervance of thoſe laws, we loſe the be- 
nefits of thoſe faculties, by which we are diſtin- 
guiſhed from the beaſts; and become incapable of 
12 the relative duties of life. Not that 
ſuppoſe the Jewiſb church was without inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs: but I conceive our advant- 
age to lie in the manner of inſtruction, not being 
ſo much by types, and ſhadows, and ceremo- 
nial uſages 3 in which the law of Moſes abounded, 
and by which they were, under that diſpenſation, 
inſtructed, and preſerved as God's peculiar peo- 
ple. God, indeed, took care, by his prophets 
to warn them againſt ſuppoſing that true religion 
conſiſted merely in ſuch ceremonial obſervances, 
to the neglect of moral holineſs : but ſurely it 
muſt be an advantage to be diſcharged from 
ſuch numerous, and typical rites ; and mare plain- 


ly, more directly, and immediately inſtructed in 


real holineſs. 

3. I cannot overlook the example of Chriſt 
himſelf as ſet before us in the hiſtory of his life 
and death; this ought to be eſteem'd as a great 
advantage, in that it highly conduces to form 
our minds to true holineſs : nor can I doubt but 
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many chriſtians, while they have been contem- 
plating his example, have felt its attractive force in 
transforming them to his likeneſs. 

4. Again, there was much of outward ſolem- 
nity in the temple worſhip ; and men were oblig- 
ed, at certain ſeaſons, to go up thither : but we 
are not now obliged to ſuch expenſive and weariſome 
journeys : but God 1s every where to be worſhip- 
ped in ſpirit and in truth; and he is nigh unt6- 
all ſuch worſhippers, in what place ſoever they 
.call upon his name. 3 

5. The diſpenſation of the Meſſiah has the ad- 
vantage of that of Moſes, in that life and im- 
mortality are brought into the ſtrongeſt, cleareſt, 
bi! and moſt convincing light, by the reſurrection of 
0 Jeſus from the dead, and by the more expreſs 
declarations of that important truth; and hence 
the motives to engage, and quicken our obedi- 
| ence, are more directly and immediately taken 
4 from things unſeen, and eternal - whereas the 
ſanctions of the law of Moſes were chiefly, if not 
altogether, temporal. Not that we are to ſup- 
poſe, under that law, that all regard to a future 
ſtare was neglected; the contrary manifeſtly ap- 
pears from the conduct of the pious Jes: ſome 
U of whom were tortured not accepting deli- 
15 verance, that they might obtain a better reſur- 
rection. Yet, the diſpenſation of Moſes was pla in- 
1 ly temporal, and perhaps its ſanctions were only 

I's temporal, that is, directly, and immediately ſo. 
And this might ſuit their ſtate of _— and 
be a proper accommodation to their peculiar cir- 


— 
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ö cumſtances; and a relief to their faith under the 
{| | more obſcure intimations they had of life and 
if immortality : while God ſo ordered things in the 
1 courſe of his providence, that obedience was ge- 
|| nerally attended with national proſperity, and diſ- 
ih obedience with - publick calamities And this 
f N might 
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might likewiſe be ſuited to convince the minds of 
the obſerving Gentiles, that the righteous Lord 
loveth righteouſneſs, as likewiſe of the ſuperin- 
tendency of the divine providence. Nor is it ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe, that ſuch pious perſons, as 
might ſhare in the publick calamities which the 
eneral and national impiety of the Fews had 
Hough upon them, might thereby be led from 
preſent to unſeen. objects, and be fo aſſiſted as 
to have further apprehenſions of life and immor- 
tality, than was the common attainment of ſuch 
who lived under that diſpenſation -: and this, as a 
relief to their afflicted ſtate, This ſeems illuſ- 
trated in the caſe of Fob (tho* not a Few,) un- 
der his great trials, who ſtretches his thoughts be- 
yond what is reaſonable ro ſuppoſe was the com- 
mon attainment of his cotemporaries z and was 
probably the cafe of the pious Fews under the per- 
ſecutions of Antiovchus. However the ſanctions of 
the law. of Moſes were temporal. The law, in- 
deed, did not make void the promiſes, that were 
before the giving of the law : nor will I deny 
but that their temporal ſanctions might adumbrate 
things ſpiritual to the minds of the pious - Jes: 
but yer conſidering the direct ſanctions of the 
law that they were immediately under, it muſt, 
I think, be owned that we have great advantage 
under the goſpel diſpenſation ; in which our faith 
is required more directly, and more immediately 
to regard the recompence of that eternal reward, 
that is ſet before us in the cleareſt light, and with 
the ſtrongeſt evidence. And hence, we may ſee 
why, we are not now to expect ſo ſtrict or ſo 
general a connexion between obedience and out- 
ward proſperity, as under the law of Moyes : be- | 
cauſe the great motive of life and immortality 
ſhines forth to us in a ſtronger light ; and we | 
have the fulleſt aſſurance that theſe light 8 | 
which 
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which we may ſuffer for the ſake of righteouſneſs, 
will work out for us a far more exceeding, and 
eternal weight of glory. 
But as from theſe conſiderations, I hope, it 
does appear that the government of Chriſt is more 
eaſy than the law of Moſes : it ought not to ſeem 
ſtrange, or be made an objection to Chriſt's law, 
if, in ſome reſpects, we are laid under greater 
reſtraints than the'Fews were. If we are brought 
under a more perfect diſpenſation, have clearer 
light, and greater helps, God may reaſonably ex- 
from us more than was indiſpenſably required 
of them. And, if the reſtraints we are under, 
and the ſeverer regimen of our appetites, and 0 
ſions, bear but a proportion to the greater hel ps, 
and reſtore us nearer to the eſtate of original per- 
fection, and nearer to the ſtate above, where our 
converſation ought to. be, and where we ſhall be 
like the angels: and yet ſuch reſtraints are not 
above the preſent ſtate of our nature, with the 
helps afforded us; nor inconſiſtent with the ge- 
neral ſtate of mankind. And if even theſe reſtraints 
on our paſſions, and appetites, will prevent many 
inconveniencies, which would naturally ariſe from 
their greater indulgence : then ſuch reſtraints are 
rather a recommendation of the law of Chriſt, 
as more perfective of our nature. That ſuch re- 
ſtraints are not above the ſtate of our nature, un- 
der the helps of the goſpel, will be confirmed 
by the teſtimony of thouſands, who have ſub- 
mitted to that yoke ; and that of various tempers, 
and conſtitutions: and that they exempt from ma- 
ny inconveniencies, will be obvious to every one 
that conſiders the ſubject: I ſhall therefore not de- 


tain the reader any longer, but proceed 
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F. II. To ſhew that, The diſpenſation f the 


goſpel is eaſy, and of ſingular advantage to us above 


the law of nature. | : 
I am far from intending to depreciate rhe law 


of nature, or deſigning to repreſent it as at va- 
riance with the revelation of Jeſus. No! The 


law of nature will for ever be good, and un- 
changeably obliging; it being only an obligation 
to act reaſonably, or agreeably to our natures 
and various relations; and that from a ſenſe of 
God's authority, or that it is his will that we 
ſhould ſo act. Nor would I detract from the 
general goodneſs of God, whoſe tender mercies 
are over all his works; and who did not leave 
the nations without a witneſs of his eternal power, 
and godhead, which they were capable of learn- 
ing or inferring from the things that were ſeen. 
There is no need of this to magnify the gracious 
diſpenſation of the goſpel, as being peculiarly ad- 
vantageous to us. For, if we conſider how much 


danger we are in of miſ-judging by the influence 


of our paſſions, preſent intereſt, prepoſſeſſions 
from education, and long received cuſtoms ; it 
muſt be acknowledged a great help to have the 
duties of religion, (even ſuch as are truly diſcern- 
ible by the Tight of nature,) plainly, and autho- 


ritatively enjoined us by a teacher ſent from 


And, if we conſider the general ſtate of man- 
kind at the coming of our Lord, and the firſt 


preaching of the goſpel; we may ſee reaſon to 


believe, not only that the coming of the Meſſiah 
was a great benefit to men; bur alſo that his 
coming at that time was wiſely appointed, as pe- 
culiarly ſeaſonable, and mercifully adapted to the 
then circumſtances of the world ; as well as in ac- 
compliſhment of the ancient predictions concerning 

the 


the time of his coming. This deſerves more par- 


[ x6 } 
ticular confideration : but I ſhall content my ſelf 
at preſent with only obſerving that the world in 
general, whether Jews, or Gentiles, were ſo de- 
praved at that time, that we muſt acknawledge 
the ſending of a divinely authorized teacher, as 
an act of great compaſſion towards men in their 
wandrings from the paths of true righteouſneſs ; 
and that the works that our Lord did, and the 
miracles performed by the Apoſtles, were proper 
to ſummon, and awaken the attention of men to 
what they had to offer; and when the doctrine 
appeared rational, and beneficial, ſuch works 
were alſo fitted to convince men that the doctrine 
was from God. Now the kindneſs of God here- 
in will appear, if we conſider not only the cor- 
rupt, dark, and ignorant ſtate of mankind in ge- 


neral at the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel : but 


alſo how much men are in general at all times, 
prone to be influenced by a regard to the intereſts 
of animal life; ſo that when once corruptions in 
religion have obtained the ſanctions of publick au- 
thority, it 1s ſuch a fence to them, as renders 
them formidable: few have courage to act againſt 
the ſtream, eſpecially when they would probably 


be thereby expoſed to great hardſhips. From 
theſe and the like conſiderations, it is no way pro- 


bable, when men had departed from truth by go- 
ing after their own inventions, that they would 
ever have brought about a general reformation, 
by the mere exerciſe of their own reaſon. It ſeems 
more probable that they would, if poſſible, have 


pry grown worſe, Neither is it at all pro- 


able that the wiſer, and better part of the heathen 
world would have broke through all the miſts of 
darkneſs, and error, that had ſo generally be- 
clouded their minds, ſo as to have obtained a 


thorough, and clear diſcernment of what we * 
ca 


"TW ] 
call natural religion; and not improperly, becauſe 
it is what n appraves of, (even without, or- a 
abſtracting from the authority of revelation enjoin- 
ing it) when it is fairly propos d but it is ane 
thing to approye, or alſent to a truth When 
clearly propos d; and another to diſcern ſuch 
truth by the mere exeręiſe of aur own faculties; 

hen cuſtom, intereſt, inclination, and early pre- 
poſſeſſions all ſway us to the contrary. But what- 
ever may be conceived as . poſſible to be 
attain d to by the mere ſtrength of a human mind. 


under fuch Giſadyantage | it is very certain that 
ſuch attainment is grea y facilitated by inſtruction: 
and therefore as it is an honour to the goſpel 
revelation, that |: inſiſts on _ err 4 
natural religion, ſo it ought to be reckon'd wi 
thankfulneſs; as, | 8 

1. One great advantage of that diſpenſation, 
that the truths, and duties of natural religion, ars 
more plainly taught, and authoritatively enforc'd 
therein; as well as every thing elſe that is of 
eneral neceſſity for Chriſtians to be informed of, 
or their faith and practice. When I fay ſuch 
things are plainly caught, I mean, that they are ſo, 

ole w will act reaſonably ; who, in reading, 

the holy ſcriptures, will do as men commonly do, 
in *. other writings, viz. explain the more 
obſcure, and leſs fre paſſages, by the more 
general and more - carefully obſerve the 
main intention of the writer, which will doubtleſs . 
lead us to underſtand ſome paſſages, very differ- 
. ently from what they would appear taken ſepa- 
rately, as independent ſentences, without obſerving 
their connexion, or the general deſign of the writer. 
And tho' we ſhould be at a loſs for the true ſenſe of 
ſome particular paſſages, written on ſingular oc- 
caſions, and referring to ſome peculiar circum- 
ſtances, or cuſtoms that we 5 not fully apprized 


. 
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of; yet is that ho objection againſt the clearneſs, 


and plainneſs of the general rule of faith, and prac- 


tice. Who ſees not for inſtance, that St. Paul in 
1 Cor. xv. is plainly aſſerting the reſurrection of the 


g dead; though they may be at a loſs to underſtand 


certainly what the apoſtle means by being baptiſed 
for the dead, ver. 29. This was doubtleſs what 
the Corintbiaus well knew, and were concetn'd in: 
but our. not underſtanding that particular paſſage 
does not affect the main of the Apoſtles reaſon- 
ing, nor throw an obſcurity on the general doctrine. 
Some things we ſhould probably better underſtand, 
were we in the circumſtances of the perſons im- 
mediately addreffed to: but, as we are not, we 
may be fafely ignorant; fo long as ſuch diffi- 
culties do not affect the general rule of faith, and 
practice, which remains, notwithſtanding, clear, 
and plain in its directions to us. And what 


renders it of the more extenſive uſe, is, 


2, Another advantage of the Goſpel-diſpen- 
ſation, a ſtanding miniſtry in the church: it muſt 
be acknowledg*d that men are fitted, with pe- 
culiar qualifications, for different employments in 


life; and that they are moſt likely to excel in 


thoſe ſtations for which they were educated, and 
are moſt peculiarly qualified for by genius. It 
muſt therefore be allow'd that the inſtructions of 
faithful, ſkilful, and prudent miniſters muſt be of 
great benefit, as the world is now fituated ; con- 
fidering how many avocations men have from a 
ſtrict, and cloſe application to the ſtudy of religion, 
(whether natural, or revealed) by the neceſſary 
buſineſs, and recreations of life ; not to mention 
thoſe that are unneceſſary, which are too en- 
gaging, and endleſs; and conſequently, it muſt 
be a great advantage to the knowledge, and 
practice of righteouſneſs, for men on ſet ſeaſons, 
to have their duty explain'd and W 2 

thoſe, 
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thoſe, who are diſengaged from the ſecular em- 
ployments of life; and whoſe main buſineſs it is 
to ſtudy religion themſelves, and ſet forth the ex- 
cellency thereof to others. This may be beneficial 
even to the more knowing Chriſtians, as it is 
calculated to keep up an habitual ſenſe of thoſe 
things, which they do know; but which they are 
not out of danger of neglecting to regard; in- 
aſmuch as a continual engagement in worldly 
affairs, and the ſtrong influence of things preſent, 
that are ever before us, are apt gradually to 
weaken the influence of ſuch motives, as ariſe 
from unſeen objects, though real, and moſt im- 
portant. But the advantage hereof to the bulk 
of mankind is ſtill more conſiderable, for their 
inſtruction in the knowledge of true religion. By 
ſuch help they may be led to a further acquain- 
tance with the will of God, have clearer appre- 
henſions of the divine perfections, and a more 
perfect underſtanding of the holy ſcriptures, than, 
without ſuch help, it would be poſſible for them 
to attain to, conſidering their education, employ- 
ment, Sc. They may, by the inſtruction of a 
miniſter, be convinced of the truth of a doctrine, - 
and the obligations to a duty ; and that not from 
the authority of the preacher, but the force of 
the arguments made uſe of for the conviction of 
their own underſtanding, which arguments they 
might never have before attended to, or been 
apprized of. By ſuch a help they may be led to 
read the holy ſcriptures with greater pleaſure, 
-better underſtanding, and more advantage. By 
pointing out to them the general (and to the 
careful obſerver) the apparent deſign of the writer, 
the connexion of the diſcourſe, and the idiom of 
the language; by 2 one paſſage with 

another, a paſſage to them more difficult with 


ene more plain, &c. Such helps, if attended to, 
D 2 wil 


will greatly contribute to the plainneſs of the 
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ſcripture rule; and afford delight and inſtruction 
even from thoſe parts, which, for want bf ſuch 
obſervations, they would be greatly in the dark 
ots 71H] Sone „ ee 

Nor ate they hereby render'd lords over our 
faith, but helpers of out joy. We do hot pto- 
poſe them as authoritative interpteters of Chriſt's 
law : but as ſuch as may nevertheleſs be greatly 
helpful to our underſtanding ; by whoſe means 
light and knowledge may be conveyed to us; 
ſo, as that we may believe, and practiſt, not 
becauſe the miniſter ſays, but becauſe we our 
ſelves ſee reaſon to believe the truth of what he 


_ fays.- So that this leaves room for the exerciſe 


of our underſtanding in judging of what we hear; 
and is perſectly conſiſtent with our obligation to 
call no man father; and theits not to be lords 
over God's heritage. Were it otherwiſe, inſtead 
of being a help and a bleſſing, miniſters might 
becomè a burthen, and a curſe to mankind ; and 
bring upon themſelves the reſentment of their 
great lord, and maſter; ---- and the people loſe 
the benefit defign'd by ſuch an inſtitution, if it 


may not rather be ſaid to ceaſe to be of Chriſt's 


appointment: for, he never intended that our faith 
ſhould depend on the authority of men, but on 
the authority of God: and therefore, while we 


own their uſefulneſs as helpers in the way of 


righteouſneſs; we ſhould be careful to examine 
what we hear, and to call no man father upon 
earth ; for one is our father which is in heaven. 
So may we be ſecur'd from the Attempts of ill- 
deſigning men: ſo ſhall we ſee reaſon to own 
the wiſdom, and goodneſs of God in providing 
ſuch helps: ſo may we have benefit and advan- 
tage from the labours of fallible men ; while we 
yield our aſſent to what, by their means, our 

= | judgments 
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judgments are convinced of; and withold our aſſent 
to what they propoſe, when unattended with ſuch 
conviction. . | i 

Upon the whole, therefore, it apptars to be a 
great advantage to tnankind, to have an authentie 
rule of faith and practice, with ſuch helps; even 
ſuppoſing that rule to contain only the dedrinies, 
and duties of natutal religion; and thoſe helpers 
only deſign'd to explain and ineulcate them. 

It is true we are ſuppoſed to be reaſönable 
creatures, and therefore oblig'd to exerciſe our 
underſtandings in applying the rule given, and 
making uſt of the helps afforded us: but then 
it mutt be own'd a great advantage to have 
ſo many excellent leſſons of morality, and thoſe 
illuſtrated, and ſet forth, as reduced into practice 
by great examples of vittue, and eſpecially by 
the captain of bur falvation. This muſt gra 
facilitate our attaining true notions of religion, 
and lead us into an apprehenſion of thoſe th 
that are grave, hohourable, lovely, and of good 
report. And then when we conſider our ſelves 


as authoritatively enjoin'd ſo to behave dur ſelves z 


this adds a force, and ſtrengthens the obligation 
that ariſes from the ſuitableneſs of ſuch conduct: 
and this may have peculiar efficacy, when virtue 
is under a ſtruggle, and we are ready to yield 
to a preſent temptation. Eſpecially in thoſe in- 
ſtances, which do not appear with the fulleſt 
evidence to be ſimply and abſolutely criminal; the 
wer of intereſt, and ſtrength of inclination may 
rken the underſtanding : and, when we would 
have a thing right, it is too natural to find 
excuſes to have it ſo. It is certainly a very poſſible * 
caſe to — that a man may not have a full 
and irreſiſtible evidence of the ſimple and abſolute 
evil of ſome particular practices; and yet be fully 
convinced that ſuch a particular practice is neither 
| decent, 
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decent, nor honourable, Sc. And, thus, when 

ready to yield to ſome baſe and mean action, 

may recover himſelf, and ſtop ſhort, under the 

force of ſuch a conviction ; whatever may be ſaid 

to excuſe and palliate ſuch an action, a con- 
0 


ſcience plainly convinces me, it is neither lovely, 
nor of good report; and this being certainly and 
mptorily declared, as an obligation of that 


aw I am now under; I dare not proceed: and 


thus he may be preſerved from the firſt devia- 
tions from the paths of virtue; and ſuch autho- 
ritative geclarations greatly conduce thereto. A 
thus ſaith the Lord, muſt have a forcible influence 
on thoſe, who own revealed religion, and great- 
ly conduce to the practice of natural religion; 

rticularly in thoſe ſeaſons, when we are moſt 
in danger of being remiſs, or partial in conſi- 
dering what are the obligations of natural reli- 
gion. Thus the revelation of Jeſus is an ad- 
vantage to us, as it more readily advances our 


knowledge of what we call natural religion, 


than the mere exerciſe of our reaſon would do; 


and is better fitted to promote the practice of 


it. But that is not all; but, further, 


3. There are peculiar doctrines of the Goſpel, 


which are of ſingular advantage for us to know, 
in our circumſtances, conſider'd as fallen and ſin- 


ful creatures; and are admirably calculated to 
improve and advance our notions of the divine 
perfections; and to recover us to the perfection 


of our natures ; and in this reſpect, it is to us, in 


our circumſtances, preferable to the guidance of 


_ reaſon. 


Indeed, I here take it for granted, that men 
are not in the original perfection of nature. How- 
ever that be, there is no doubt but that we are 


far from ſuch a ſtate as can be conceiv'd per- 


fect. The univerſal voice of mankind * 
eſs 
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feſs that they have not been perfectly righteous z 
and we may obſerve, in our preſent ſtate, a 
frequent oppoſition (as St. Paul phraſes it) be- 
tween the law of our minds, and the aw of our 
members; that is, between the dictates of our un- 
derſtanding, and the appetites of animal nature, 
or the inclinations excited from outward objects. 
And though it is indeed, when luſt conceives and 
brings forth ſin, that we become guilty and ob- 
noxious to puniſhment ; yet I believe I might ven- 
ture an appeal to all the ſons of Adam, whether 
their own conſciences do not charge them with 
actual fin, We have all come ſhort of the glory 
of God, and are all. become guilty before him. 
This, the . word of God, and the voice of con- 
{ſcience bear witneſs to. | 

4. Now, let us compare the aſſiſtance, or relief 
natural religion will afford us under the ſenſe of 
guilt, with the relief of the Goſpel . I dare 
not ſay natural religion would afford us no hope: 
for I think that would be ſpeaking hardly of 
God. No! without the help of reyelation, it 
ſeems natural to argue, from the general good- 
neſs of God, in ſupplying us with food and rai- 
ment, and in preſerving the race of mankind thro* 
ſucceſſive generations, that he does not intend 
their remedileſs ruin. It does not ſeem agreeable 
to reaſon, to ſuppoſe that the great preſerver of 
all things, continues a race of creatures, and 
gives them many good things to enjoy, fills 
their hearts with gladneſs, and endows them with 
many excellent capacities; and all this in order 
only to their future, certain, and unavoidable 
miſery. No! The goodneſs, and the patience 
or forbearance of God, is, and ought to be con- 
ſider'd as a motive to repentance, and encourage- 
ment to hope in his mercy. This is agreeable 
both to the dictates of reaſon, and * 
Thus 


x is the moſt per- 

lead us to infer that, 
the nations; and that, 
or 8 will make a difference 
righteous, and the wicked; and that, 
> ard of the deſtruction of his crea- 

ures for his own happineſs, ſo that their various 

—— of happineſs and miſery will ariſe, ei- 
ther from the nature of things, or the ends to 
be anſwer'd in the divine government; that is, 
that ſame. degree of happineſs or miſery, will he 
the natural conſequence. of men's ations 3 
chat poſitive rewards, and puniſhments will, at 
leaſt, may be ſo far added, as may anſwer the 
ends of - wiſe adminiſtration, in the encourage- 
ment of virtue, and deterring from vice and 
for the publick diſplay of the wiſdom, purity, and 
immenſe goodneſs of the creator and governour 
of the univerſe. And this will incline men to 
think, that there will be naturally a difference 
in men's future eſtate, according to their various 
attainments in 2 „or degeneracy in vice: 
and that not only perfect indefectible virtue (if 
ſuch were to be bunch ſnall be —— . 
guiſhed ; but that even the comparative] 
cent, and virtuous part of mankind all b. be 
diſtinguiſhed from the profane ; that thoſe who 
have adverted to the candle of the Lord, the 
light of reaſon, in the conduct of their lives, will 
not be in the ſame condition with thoſe, who, 
not delighting to retain the knowledge of God 
in their minds, have abandon'd themſelves to com- 
mit iniquity with E and are wholly ſen- 
ſual in their affections. Hence it will likewiſe 
follow, that, under the conſciouſneſs of guilt, re- 
pentance and amendment, is the only proper 
courle to be taken, and the moſt likely * » 
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be received into the divine favour, - Sd that the 
light of nature -would, if attended. to, give en- 
couragement to the practice of virtue, and like- 
wiſe to the breaking off iniquities by repentance. 
So much hope would be adminiſter*d by the light 
of nature, as to render ſuch a practice reaſona- 
ble, and to encourage it.— Thus far, I think, 
may be ſafely allowed in favour of natural reli- 
gion : but, though all this be grant, yet there 
is manifeſtly an advantage adminiſter'd to us 
by the chriſtian diſpenſation ; and that with re- 
ſpe& to the ſtrength and degree of hope, and 
alſo with reference to the greatneſs of the object 
hoped for. The light of nature may indeed ad- 
miniſter hopes to the ſinner, and ſuch as would 
render it highly rational to attempt a virtuous 
courſe of life : but yet this hope can never a- 
riſe to an equal degree from the metre dictates 
of reaſon abfirated from revelation, as from 
covenant, and promiſe. While the ſinner hopes, 
it is yet natural for fears and jealouſies to a- 
riſe; and eſpecially when under convictions of 
great guilt. If my miſery renders me an object 
of mercy, yet my ſin renders me deſerving of 
puniſhment, If God cannot be profited by my 
blood, by my ruin; yet neither can he be pro- 
fited by my ſervice. And what reparation can 
I make for the injuries I have done? Who 
knows how long he will exerciſe patience? Or 
to what degree he will pardon? Or whether 
he may not ſee fit to devote me (eſpecially if a 
great offender) to deſtruction, as a terror to 0- 
thers? We ſee, amongſt men, and under wiſe 
adminiſtrations, ſorrow for paſt offences is not al- 
ways attended with exemption from puniſhment. 
In ſome caſes the hope, ſuggeſted by the light 
of nature ariſes no — than a who can te - f 
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| vantage to us, conſider'd as guilty creatures, in 
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God will repent, and turn atvay from the fierce- 
neſs of bis anger, that we periſh not, as in the caſe of 
the Ninevites ? Again, ſhould he remit the ſe- 
verity of his anger, and I not utterly periſh ; 
yet, who can tell to what degree of favour he 
will admit me? Though he ſhould abate the 
power of his wrath ; yet, what room have I to 
expect the ſame favour as an innocent and 
righteous creature ? z 

Now the goſpel diſpenſation is of vaſt ad- 


ſerting a greater, and better hope before us, and 
raiſing us to a ter degree of hope, than is 
attainable by the mere light of nature. Does 
the light of nature diſcover to us the divine 
perfections, ſo as to render the Almighty Father 
of all, an object of our reverence and religious 
truſt? this the revelation of Jeſus does, with ad- | 
vantage; while we have the knowledge of the | 
glory of God ſhining forth in the face or per- 
ſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: in whom we 

have manifeſted, the purity and holineſs of the 
divine majeſty ; and at the fame time the ſtrongeſt 
expreſſions of the divine philanthropy : that God 
is love ; that he ſo loved the world as to give 
up his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life; that, believing in him, we might 
be recovered from the power of death; and 
from all the unhappy conſequences, to which our 
actual guilt renders us obnoxious. In this verily 
was the love of God manifeſted towards us, be- 
cauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through him; 
herein is love ; not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us; and ſent his Son to be the propi 
tiation for our ſins, Sc. And, as this is a high ö 


N 


„ 
manifeſtation of the love of God, than ſhines 
forth in the light of nature; ſo it manifeſtly rends 
to beget us to a more lively hope ; to raiſe 
our hopes to a higher object, and to a more 

firm'd degree. - 

(3.) This diſplay of the divine love, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tends to raiſe our hopes 
to a higher object. The light of nature may 
direct the ſinner to judge it his wiſeſt courſe to 
return to that God, whoſe goodneſs is over all 
his works. If he improves and exerciſes his rea- 
ſon in attending to the univerſal manifeſtation of 
God's perfections; he may hope to ſhare in his 
mercies; though, with the Canaanitih woman, it 
be but as the dogs partake of the crumbs that 
fall from their maſter's table ; or like the return- 
ing prodigal, with the expectation of being treat- 
ed as an hired ſervant: but, to be received 
with the higheſt expreſſions of paternal affecti- 
on, for the hope of this we are entirely indebted to 
revelation 3 and, by way of holy ſurprize, may 
well cry out, What manner of love is this that 
we ſhould be called the ſons of God; that God 
ſhould not ſpare, but freely give**his Son for us 
all? This juſtly raiſes the hope of the returning 
ſinner to believe, that, together with him, he 
will freely give us all things; every thing. per- 
fective of, and conducive to our true happineſs. 
*Tis in Chriſt alone, that we have this manner, 
this amazing degree of God's love diſplay'd to 
zus; that he will not only pardon us, but treat 
us as 'righteous: for he (Chriſt) was made fin, 
or a ſin-oftering for us, that we might be made che 
rightgouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. that we, 
on our being reconciled, my be treated as righte- 
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ous, might be received into favour as children. And, 
E 2 though 


before him; while he beholds our 
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though it does not fully appear what we ſhall 
be; yet we know that we ſhall be like him 
when we ſhall ſec him as he is; and that, if 
we are children, we are heirs, and that, to an 
inheritance uncorrupted, and that fadeth not a- 
way, reſerved in the heavens for us; and that 
even theſe our vile bodies ſhall be changed like 
unto his glorious body, immortal, incorruptible, . 
and ſpiritual ; no more a clog and hindrance to 
the exerciſe of the mind, but fitted to that more 
exalted ſervice, to which our then perfected na- 
tures ſhall be advanced; if now, in the days of 
our probation, we are faithful in the few things 
committed to our truſt, This is the lively hope, 


to which we chriſtians are begotten through 


faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And, 

(2.) As to the degree of this hope, the chri- 
ſtian has full aſſurance of hope; that is, he has 
full aſſurance of room for repentance ; and that 


- every penitent ſinner ſhall obtain remiſſion of 


ſins : for this is now proclaim'd in the name of 
Jeſus, who died for the ungodly. And, in pro- 
portion to the evidence he has of his own con- 
trition, and bringing forth the fruits meet for 
repentance z he is perſwaded of his own accep- 
tance with God: and, if he has the concurrent 
teſtimony of his own conſcience, and of God's 
ſpirit ; he may aſſure his heart, and have confi- 
ence before God, while he diſcerns in his own 
ſpirit, the characteriſtics that the holy ſpirit 


gives of the children of God in the inſpired 


writings. The chriſtian has ſtrong conſolation 
in his fleeing for refuge to the hope that is ſet 
Lord ſet forth 

by God, to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the re- 
miſſion of his ſins that are paſt, through the for- 
| | bearance 
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bearance of God; that he might be juſt, and 
the juſtifier of him, who believeth in Jeſus. And, 
thus, the fears of the returning ſinner are diſ- 
pel'd; tho* he has an awakened ſenſe of his __ 
it, and of God's holineſs : for he in the goſpel 
holds the Lamb of God, that takes away the 
ſin of the world: he is inform'd that his blood 
was ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins ; that we ma 
obtain redemption thro? him, that was made a curſe 
for us, to deliver us from the curſe of the law. 
And, thus, is his faith and hope in the divine 
mercy ſtrengthen'd while he beholds the love of 
Chriſt in dying for us; and that according to the 
appointment of God the Father, who ſo loved us, 
as not to ſpare, but give his only begotten Son 
for us; and who was the beſt judge in what 
methods to diſpenſe the riches of his grace to us, 
and to appoint what atonement was moſt con- 
ſiſtent with the rights of his government; and 
in what method he might moſt diſcover his in- 
finite diſtance from ſin, and averſion to all mi- 
uity. And, now, the Chriſtian's faith in a Re- 
eemer being juſtified, or vindicated by our Lord's 
reſurrection from the dead, while he thus con- 
ceives of our Lord as ſuffering, the juſt for the 


unjuſt ; he has ſtrong conſolation, even from the 


veracity and juſtice of God; becauſe, tho? Chriſt 
is God's free gift, and all the bleſſings of the 
goſpel covenant are to be ultimately aſcribed to 
the free grace of the God and Father of mercies; 
yet, now, ſince God has given his Son for us, 
and called us into the kingdom of grace; the 
Chriſtian, who penitently confeſſes his ſins, has 
his hope founded in the juſtice, and faithfulneſs 
of God, that he will both forgive us and cleanſe 
us from all iniquity, 


Thus, 
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Thus, the way of our acceſs unto the Father 


and acceptance with him, being now reveal'd ; 
and we having many great and precious promiſes 


given us in the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt: the 


conſideration hereof muſt, and indeed naturally 


does, contribute to raiſe the hope of the Chriſtian 
to a full aſſurance; and adminiſter ſtronger con- 
ſolation than is reaſonable to be —_— or to 
be conceiv'd of as ariſing from the light of na- 


ture. And, then, when we add that all this en- 


couragement for hope is attended with the cleareſt 
manifeſtation of God's diſpleaſure againſt fin, in 
that he did not chuſe to deliver us from our 
periſhing ſtate but by the death of his Son ! here 
1s no encouragement to- fin ; but the moſt dreadful 
expectations for the harden'd impenitent ſinner. 
And, when we conſider the object of our hope, 


that it is nothing leſs than the recovery of our 


natures to perfection in holineſs, and ſo to com- 
pleat happineſs in the preſence, and favour of the 


infinitely holy God, who is of purer eyes than 


to behold iniquity with the leaſt approhation ; 
ſurely, he, that hath this hope (confirmed by the 
glorious diſplay of divine mercy, thro* our Re- 
deemer, and by many great and precious pro- 
miſes) muſt purify himſelf, For, as the object 
of his hope 1s purity ; and, as he can never enjoy 
the object of his hope without purity ; ſo, the 
more he is refin'd, and purified in his ſpirit and 
temper; the more he enjoys at preſent of the 
object of his hopes, and the nearer he advances 
to the ſtate of perfection he is tending towards. 
Thus, the revelation of Jeſus has the advantage 

of the law of nature; and, conſidering our cir- | 
cumſtances as fallen and ſinful, and I may add, 
dying creatures, is better calculated to bring reſt 
to our ſouls; and ought to be eſteem'd a _ 

ay 
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eaſy yoke; as it promotes and greatly facilitates 
our knowledge of the truths, and duties of na- 
tural religion; as it enlarges our apprehenſions 
of the diviner perfections, particularly of immenſe 
goodneſs, and infinite mercy: and as it brings us 
to a fuller aſſurance of hope; ahd aggrandizes 
our ideas of the objects hoped for, beyond what 
the heart of a finful creature could poſſibly con- 
ceive without revelation, or could have founda- 
tion to expect, ſuppoling the object conceiveable. 

Nor is _ any Ju ons to be form'd 
againſt the iar doctrines taught, the peculiar 
way of worſhip required, or the poſitive inſtitu- 
tions enjoyned in the goſpel diſpenſation, by our 
Lord, or his inſpired Apoſtles. As to — 
culiar doctrines, they are not liable to on- 
able objection. Were they contradictory in 
themſelves, or repugnant to natural religion, or 
tending to licentiouſneſs; they would be real 
difficulties; and would be a juſt reaſon for us 
to refuſe our aſſent: but this cannot be u 
againſt the doctrines certainly taught in the holy 
{criptures. 

(1.) I know not whether it may not be judged 
impertinent to mention, among theſe peculiar 


doctrines, the fall of man, and the degeneracy 


of human nature; becauſe it ſeems evident to 
every man's reaſon and conſcience, that we are 
in a ſtate of diſorder and imperfe&ion, and that 
we have all ſinned: and therefore ſuppoſing we 
are not able, by the help of revelation, fully 


to account for the entrance of fin into the world; 


it is no juſt objeftion againſt its uſefulneſs, in 
_ reſpects ; becauſe in one, it leaves us un- 
ſatisfied: ſuppoſing this, I fay, it is no juſt ob- 
jection, unleſs we can give a better account of this 
matter than the holy ſcriptures do; or ſhow the 

f manifeſt 


ſo he is ready to vouchſafe us all needful aſſiſtance; 
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manifeſt and real abſurdity in the ſcripture account. 
It is no juſt objection, that our cugioſity is not 
in all reſpects ſatisfied. Tho? I cannot but think, 
the general account in ſcripture is rather a re- 
commendation of the doctrine, than an objection 
againſt it. There is no abſurdity in ſuppoſing 
that God made man upright : or that a mutable 
creature might fall from the perfection of his 
nature; and, by his own acts, deſtroy the ori- 
ginal harmony between reaſon and appetite. Nei- 
ther 1s it inconceivable that this ſhould be con- 
vey'd to poſterity. We ſee, in fact, many diſ- 
orders derived from immediate parents to their 
children: ſo that there is no contradiction in 
ſuppoſing that this ſhould happen in a natural 
way 3 nor any injuſtice to the poſterity of Adam, 
that they are all mortal; ſince immortality, even 
in a ſtate of innocence, ought rather to be ac- 
knowledged as the free gift of God, and what 
even an innocent creature could lay no claim to. 
And, if we apprehend any difficulties with reſpect 
to the divine goodneſs, in permiting this degene- 
racy, they will no more affect reveal'd, than 
natural religion. Nevertheleſs, by the help of 
revelation, eſpecially that of the goſpel, we have 
the fulleſt, and cleareſt manifeſtation of the divine 
goodneſs towards ſuch frail and mortal creatures 
as we now feel our ſelves to be; in that we 


have aſſurance that, as he knows our frame, ſo 


he pities us, and ſuits the terms of his acceptance 
to our preſent ſtate. For he is not extreme to 


mark iniquity ; does not inſiſt on unerring inde- 


fectible obedience; but admits of repentance for 
paſt offences, and ſincere unreſerved obedience 


for the future. And, as he knows our weakneſs, 


and infufficiency, of our ſelves, to real holineſs; 


prevents 


f az} 


goodneſs jn the, courſe gf. his 


revents with his Ne GN 
R and calls of his grace; and has given 


the promiſe of his holy ſpirit to them that afk 
him” that they may be enabled to ſerve him ac- 


, and to go on to perfect holinefs in the 
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fear of the Lord... And further, tho he did nat 
wholly prevent the natural conſequences gf = 
fall of Adam to himſelf, or poſterity ; yet he la 
the plan of our full and complete recovery thro? 
our E Feſus Chrift. So that all, who, by patient 
continuance in well doing, are ſeeking after life 
and honour, and immortality, ſhall inherit eterna 
life. So that all ſuch, tho' they Joſt in Adam an 
earthly, yet in Chrift ſhall they be rais'd to an 
heavenly paradiſe ; they fhall he reſtored to im- 
mortality in the happieſt circumſtances. * For, if, 
by one man's offence, death reign'd by one: 
much more they, who receive xr ob or grace, 
and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign jn life 
by one, Rom. v. 17. All the dead ſhall be raifed 
again by Chriſt : and this will he to the eternal 
advantage of all that have done well: that is, in 
the merciful acceptation of doing well, have been 
Faichful, fincere, 2nd upreſery'd in their obedience 
from the beginning of their diſtinguiſhing between 
good and evil, or after their breaking off their 
iniquities by repentance. All this diſplay of the 
divine goodneſs ſhines forth to us in the Falleft,clear- 
elt, and ſtrongeſt light in the goſpel diſpenſation. 
And, what is there in all this, to take exception 
at? nay is it not rather a recommendation of the 
goſpel diſpenſation, and what demands our grateful 
acknowledgements ? COT 
(2.) As to our obtainin 
and redemption thro? his 2 | 
way detract from the freeneſs of divine grace, 


ſalvation by Feſus, 


ood ; this does no 


and 


or 
leflen our obligations of 7 to the God 
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and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : ſince it was 
of his own eſſential goodneſs, and an expreſſion 


of his free, and unmerited mercy, that he gave 


up his Son for us, when he did not think fit to 
receive us into favour as his children, without at 
the ſame time expreſſing his high diſpleaſure 
againſt ſin: and it was he that appointed, and 
accepted that atonement. Nor can it with reaſon _ 
be eſteem'd an act of injuſtice to our great Re- 


deemer; becauſe it was with his own conſent 


who had power to lay down his life, and to take 


| It up again; and who was highly exalted for ſo 


doing. And, is not this a further diſplay of the 
wiſdom of God? in that, when, he pleaſed to diſ- 
cover his immenſe goodneſs and mercy towards 
returning ſinners ; in his purpoſes of advancing 
them to ſuch a ſtate of happineſs, as would not 
have enter'd into the heart of man to have con- 
ceiv'd of; yet, he took effectual care to convince 
us of his infinite diſtance. from the leaſt appro- 


| bation of ſin. God ſending his own Son in the 


likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin 
in the fleſh. Neither can it be matter of en- 
couragement to ſin; becauſe God has manifeſted 
his great abhorrence of fin, in this high expreſſion 
of his mercy to returning ſinners; and has ex- 
preſly aſſured us that the harden'd, and impeni- 
tent ſinner hath nothing to expect but the wrath, 
and fiery indignation of the Almighty. And, can 
the Chriſtian, who believes the remiſſion of his 
paſt ſins, and his acceptance with God, to be only 
in, and thro* him that loved us and dyed for us: 
can ſuch a one doubt of the peremptory threat- 
nings of that God, who, in the very diſplay of 
his mercy, has thus manifeſted his infinite ſepara- 
tion from, and abhorrence of all iniquity ? 


K 
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If any profeſſors of Chriſtianity deceive them- 
ſelves in a vain imagination, that Chriſt has done 
all for them; and that they have nothing to do 
but heartily to believe that the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is transferr'd to their account: they greatly 
err, not knowing the ſcriptures, nor regarding 
the divine purity and holineſs therein diſplay'd. 
The righteouſneſs, and death of Chriſt are, no 


where in the book of God, repreſented as vacat- 


ing the neceſſity of perſonal holineſs ; but rather 
as a pattern for our imitation, and a confirmation 
of our acceptance on the terms of faith, repentance, 
and new obedience; and fo, as an incouragement 
to real holineſs, to the utmoſt of our capacity, 
in the hope of acceptance with God; who is, 
indeed, not extreme to mark iniquity; and who 
will not reject us for ſins repented of, or for 
unavoidable failings, and infirmities not indulged : 
but who has manifeſted his love of righteouſneſs, 
and compaſſionately entreats our reconciliation to 
him, (to his government) without which, we are 
ſufficiently and clearly inform'd, we can never be 
admitted into his favour. So that our faith will 
be eſtimated as dead, and never be allowed as a 


Juſt claim for our admiſſion to eternal life ; unleſs 


it be perfected by works; unleſs we act agreeably 
to the faith we are taught by the Goſpel. For, 
_— we neither pretend to claim eternal life, 
by the righteouſneſs of the ceremonial law; nor 
by the law of innocence, as tho* we were perfect 


and unerring in our obedience ; nor by the merit 


of any thing we can do: yet it muſt be, if ever 
we would claim a right, on our compliance with 
the Goſpel terms. We freely and thankfully ac- 


knowledge that eternal life is the free gift of ; 


and that we could never lay claim to it, but by 


divine grant: nay, the ſalvation, deſcrib'd in the 
2 Goſpel 


| 
| 
| 


1: 

Goſpel is fs great; that, if we were innocent, 
it would exceed our hopes, and be beyond what 
we could claim, uttleſs by virtue of divine pro- 
miſe: but we Lan never claim even a promiſe, 
without cottiplyitig with the condition plainly im- 
plied, and anhex'd to the promiſe. Now the Goſpel 
as platinly calls us to repentance, as it proclaims 
remiſfibh of fins i the name of Jeſus; nay calls 
us to repentance from thioſe firs God winked 1 

in the times of ignorance, And, as we are aſſur 

tllat the pure in heart ſhall ſee God; ſo we are 
afcettain'd, thar, without holineſs, no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. Theſe things are ſo plainly, and 
ſo 1 inculcated in the facied,; ages; that 
the follies of any Chriſtians; with reference here- 
untd, cannot in feaſon be objected againſt revela- 
tioh. Nay the matter is ſo plainly inculcated, 
that it is not to be coticeiv*d that any, who own 
the authority of the Goſpel, can refiſt the light 


ok it in this point, unleſs they be ſuch as love 


darktieſs rather than light. [ do not fay that 
ſome pious perſbns may not have expreſs'd them- 
ſelves darkly, confüſecly, and dangerouſly too, 
on this affair: but that they cannot reſiſt the evi- 
dence of the neceſſity of real perſonal holineſs ; 
it ſhines ſo brightly in the Goſpel. | 

(3.) As to the doctrines of future rewards and 
puniſhments; they are fitted to the nature and ſtate 
of man, who is influenced by hope and fear; and 


zs liable to receive impreſſions from the allure- 


ments, and terrors, to which he is obnoxious 41 
this life, and by which we are often in danger o 


departing from the paths of virtue. 


They, wh 9 4 againſt ſuch motives, to vir- 
tue, do not rigntly conſider the nature of man; 
for there aft defites and averſion 
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cannot be unſenſible of pain and diſgrace, a 
may be expos'd rs them on the very account 
of righteouſneſs ; it ſeems agreeable to our no- 
tions of God's goodneſs, to ſet before us futute 
happineſs or miſery, as a relief to out weaknefs, 
and as a balance to ſuch prefent diſcouragements. 
Nor can any man be look'd upon as critttital- 
ly mercenary, who, in his Virtuous actions, has 
an eye to the recompence of reward that is ſet 
before him: for, he acts agreeably to his own 
nature, and tb the will of God: nor will ſuch 
a conduct be injurious to virtue: neither is it 
unworthy of God to propoſe ſuch motives. 
Indeed, if the motives of religion were entite- 
ly heterogeneous from virtue : (as ſuppoſe a man 
was religious, and practis'd great ſelf-denial, and 
ſubmitted to many hardſhips for a while, mere- 


ly with the hope of being rich, and of having 


it more in his power to 
and paſſions hereafter) 
mercenary and hurtful to virtue: the great 
object of the Chriſtian's hope is t rfection 
of virtue; of becoming himſelf perfect; of being 
free from all deprav'd inclinations, — 
from vicious ſnares, and wicked company, hav- 
ing fellowſhip with perfected ſpirits; and of en- 
joy ing the favour of the infinitely holy God. 
Now what is there unſuitable to a rational mind, 
to be influenced by ſuch hopes ? One would think 
that they, who talk' d moſt for being virtuous 
for the ſake of virtue, canhot be offended with 
ſuch a motive to holineſs. For, ſuch hopes en- 
tertain'd are conſiſtent with, and do imply our 
being virtuous for the ſake of virtue. For, 
while we are animated with ſuch motives, what 
is It but being virtuous under difficulties, in the 
hope of becoming perfectly virtuous ? * 
| y 
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fectly happy, when exempted from ſuch diff. 
culties? And, what is more 2 the object 


of our dread, than to be baniſh'd from the pre- 


ſence of God, and the harmony of Heaven, to 


the anguiſh of an accuſing conſcience, and the 
confuſion of the realms of darkneſs ? 

Should any contend for ſuch a notion of 
divine goodneſs, as makes no diſtinction between 


good and evil ; they would ſet up one attribute - 


to the deſtruftion of another. For, while they 


ſeem to exalt the divine goodneſs, they forget 


his wiſdom and holineſs ; and are either quarrell- 
ing with the Almighty for making us what we 
are; rational and free agents, accountable for, 
and conſcious of our actions; or they ſubvert 
the wiſdom, and holineſs of God, in ſuppoſing 
his government over us not ſuitable to our na- 
tures. . For, as we are ſuch creatures, impiety, 
and a neglect of the laws of our creation, will 
naturally and unavoidably bring us into miſery. 
Now, though he, that delights not in the death 
of a ſinner, exerciſes his patience 3 and, by va- 
rious methods, excites us to conſider our ways, 
that we may turn and live: yet, to ſuppoſe the 
goodneſs of God ſo undiſtinguiſhed, as ro make 
no difference between the righteous, and wicked ; 
nay, by omnipotent power to prevent the natural 
conſequences of harden'd impiety (which muſt be 
ſuppos'd, conſidering our natures, if good and 
evil are to be alike happy) this is unworthy of 
the holineſs of God, and injurious to his wiſdom, 
in placing us under laws, by which we are not 
to be govern'd. And, to ſuppoſe all this, would, 
if believ'd, take off the reſtraints of vice, open 
the flood-gates of profaneſs; and ſo be deſtructive 
to moral goodneſs among men, who are certain- 
ly influenced by hopes and fears; and, conſe- 
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quently, would be ſubverſive of God's good- 

neſs, now diſcover'd in the moral ſanctions add- 

ed to his laws, which are admirably fitted to 

prevent men (in a =y nſiſtent with their na- 
Sz 


tures) from wickedne ich is unavoidably at- 
tended with miſery. Therefore the ſanctions of 
rewards, and puniſhments (which are, I think, 
deducible from natural religion ; but moſt clear- 
ly annex'd to the precepts of revealed religion,) 
are ſo far from being objections againſt divine 
goodneſs ; that they are to us, conſider'd as we 
really are (viz. free agents, liable to err, and 
apt to be too much impreſſed by ſenſible ob- 
jects) theſe ſanctions, I ſay, are, to us, expreſſions 
of divine goodneſs, fitted to * our true 
intereſt, by exciting us to ſuch a courſe, as will 
certainly terminate in our eternal happineſs; and 
prevent that miſery, which is the natural con- 
ſequence of a courſe of wickedneſs and impeni- 
tency. And, 3 

As to the threatning of everlaſting deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Lord, or. an eternal 
miſerable ate of exiſtence (which, I own ſeems 
implied in the goſpel repreſentation of the fu- 
ture ſtate of impenitent ſinners 3- for their worm 
ſhall not die, &c.) though this, I ſay, does in- 
deed carry in it a great deal of terror to our 
thoughts : yet, perhaps, it will not appear un- 
reaſonable to believe: if we conſider the ſoul 
of the ſinner immortal by the law of its crea- 
tion; and irs miſery the natural effect of its 
choice; and that a ſoul, continuing in a ſtate 
of enmity to the law and authority of its crea- 
tor, muſt continue miſerable : neither of which 
can, I think, be prov'd impoſſible. And, if we 
obſerve both the perverſeneſs of ſome mens choice, 
and their obſtinate adherence to what they have 


Per- 
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perverſly choſen; maugre all the manifeſt incog- 


veniences attending their obſtinacy : hereby de- 
claring they place their chief happineſs in the 
_ gratifications of their own wills: we may con- 
ceive of it, as poſſible that they ſhould be both 
miſerable and yet impenitent under their miſery, 
Now if all this is ſuppoſable, namely, that the 
ſoul of man is naturally immortal, and that men 
may become ſo wicked as to cantinye obftinate 
in their enmity againſt the law, and authority 
of God: then, why fhould we think God ob- 
liged to alter the Jaws of his creation in favour 
of rebellious ſpirits? Exiſtence is a benefit, and 
ſo is the continuance of being, in it ſelf canſider'd ; 
tho? it may be, accidentally, better never to haye 
been. Now our exiſtence, and our immortality 
are both from God: but the evil, the miſerabl: 
ſtate of our exiſtence is from our ſelves. So riches 
are an advantage ; and yet they are often, e- 
ventually, to the hurt of the owners: but they 
are to be blamed who make ſuch a pernicious 
uſe of them; and not the gift deſpiſed, or the 
goodneſs of the giver called in queſtion.. So, it 
Is the ſinner's own fault that his exiſtence is be- 
come miſerable : and, why ſhould God be blam'd 
for creating him immortal, when this was an 
excellency, and might have been to his great 
happineſs ; had he not hated to be reform'd? 
And, why muſt it be thought neceſſary that 
God ſhould exert his immediate power to put 
an end to his exiſtence, who has himſelf ren- 
_der'd it miſerable ; and that, after patience ex- 
ercis'd towards him, and, eſpecially, when hi 
being left to the natural conſequences of hv 
guilt, may anſwer a wiſe end in the divine ad- 
miniſtration, and the very apprehenſion hereof 


is an awful means to reſtrain us from ſin? As 
(0 
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to what poſitive evils may be inflicted on the 


damn'd; we may be ſure they will be with 
weight and meaſure, and in a juſt proportion to 
the degrees of guilt and malignity contracted. 
If we really believe the eternal miſery of the 
wicked, - there can be no more forcible motive 
to awaken us to conſider our ways: nay, if we 
believe it but poſſible; we ſhall employ our 
time much better in improving the intimations 
of this diſmal ſtate; ſo as to avoid it by a 
thorough turning from wickedneſs, and the prac- 
tice of. univerſal holineſs; than by quarrelling 
with the divine government, or indulging a vain 
curiofity : and then, we ſhall acknowledge ſuch 
intimations as mercifully intended to prevent our 
miſery. | 

The doctrine of the re/urrefion of the body, 
and that every one ſhall receive his own body, 
is by no means incredible; nor can any philo- 
ſophical difficulties, that may be ſtarted, be of any 
weight, where omnipotence, and infinite wiſdom 
ſtand engag'd for the performance; to which no- 
thing is impoſſible, that does not imply a con- 
tradiction; as to cauſe a thing to be, and not 
to be at the ſame time: but, to collect and 
raiſe the ſcatter'd atoms of dead bodies, implies 
no ſuch contradiction; nor is it beyond the power 
or ſkill of the Almighty, to preſerve the principal 
conſtituents of one humane body from being ſo 
mix*d with, as to become the like to another 
humane body. | 

Nor does the glorious change of our bodies at. 
the reſurrection imply any contradiction to every 
ones receiving his own body; no more than the 
moſt difeas'd body of any living perſon, would 
now ceaſe to be that perſon's body, tho' changed 


into the moſt athletic, by the removal of all groſs 
G humours, 
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humours, and by reſtoring the animal ſyſtem to 


the moſt complete order and harmony. And, 
methinks this is ſo far from being impoſſible, that 


/there are ſundry things, both in nature, and art, 


that may facilitate our belief and apprehenſion of 
it. Thus, we ſee, to uſe St. Paul's compariſon, 
the ſeed, which is ſown, tho? it dies, loſes its 
form, is changed, expanded, and receives nouriſh- 
ment for growth from the moiſture of the earth ; 
yet, from every ſeed ſprings up the fame grain, or 
its own body; and we readily believe, when we 
ſee a field of wheat, for inſtance; that the wheat 
ſo grown up, ſprings from thoſe very grains of 
wheat, that were there ſown, and not from the 


mere clods of earth, or any different ſeed. So, 


in the change we obſerve in the ſilk- worm or 
caterpillar, from a creeping to a flying inſect ; 
we readily believe the body of the butterfly is 
the ſame body as once had the form of a cater- 
pillar, and not the body of another inſe&, as a 


| ſnail, or the like. And, thus, we believe glaſs to 


be made of the particles of ſand, and aſhes, melted 
and refin'd by the intenſe heat of fire ; and that 
glaſs is made, or produced from ſome 1 
particles of ſand, Sc. that are ſo refin by fire: 
and, why may I not then believe that I ſhall 
receive my own body, tho* gloriouſly chang'd, 


and fitted for the very different and more exalted 


ſtate, and ſervice above ; and that, by the power 
of him that is able to ſubdue all things to him- 


| ſelf; and of which I am confirm'd by his own 


reſurrection from the dead; yea and rejoice in 
the belief of my complete recovery to immortality: 


And, then, the greatneſs of the change, as it will 


render the bleſſing more complete: ſo, as it will 
be ſuch a change as will render it fitted for the 
ſtate and employment above ; it is not liable to 

CES Ss the 
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the objection, that would attend the ſuppoſition 


of its being raiſed unchanged, and, in all reſpects, 
what it now is; which would be unſuitable to 
the future ſtate. And, why ſhould this be thought 
incredible by any, who believe and conſider the 
power of God. 

As to the belief we are to have concernin 
the Father, and Son, and boly Spirit, in whoſe 
names we are baptiſed ; I ſhall have occaſion to 
ſay as much as falls in with my preſent deſign; 
and as much' as I conceive to be neceſſary for 
us to believe, in order to our practice, and ac- 
ceptance with God. While I attempt, 

2, To vindicate the peculiar way of worſhip 
required under the Goſpel. And, here is nothing 
required, that is juſt occaſion of offence : nothing, 
that appears incongruous to the divine perfections 
to enjoin, or unworthy of men to comply with; 
nothing, that looks like the conduct of an arbi- 
trary being, that acts by mere will, humour, and 
caprice in his injunctions. 

That we are to worſhip God in ſpirit, and in 
truth, I take for granted, is not liable to any 
objection. And, that we are to worſhip the God 
and Father of all, in, and thro* the mediation 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt; one would hardly think 
ſhould be made an objection, when we conſider 
how many mediators men were prone in the ſtate 
of Gentiliſin to deviſe to themſelves. 

That there ſhould be a Mediator appointed be- 
tween an infinitely holy God, and depraved ſinful 
creatures, carries nothing in 1t repugnant to the 
natural apprehenſions of ſuch as are conſcious of 
their own vileneſs and nothingneſs, compared with 
the tranſcendent purity and glory of the divine 
Majeſty. That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be 
declared the Mediator, * our worſhip directed 

2 ; ro 
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to the Father, in, and thro* him, will not be 
eſteem'd unreaſonable to thoſe, who conſider him 
according to the ſcripture revelation: nor is a re- 
velation, ſo atteſted, to be refuſed, or the accounts, 
therein given, rejected; unleſs they imply a con- 
tradiction to natural truth or moral goodneſs: 
which, I preſume, can never be proved as to the 
matter befoie us, if we will bur reſt ſatisfied with 
the ſcripture declarations. Now, he is there re- 
preſented not only as the perſon who was with 
God (the Father) in the beginning, but is alſo 
ſtiled God, Jobn i. 1. and, agreeably hereunto, 
we are inform'd that God made the worlds by 
him, and without him- was nothing made that 
was made; yea and that all things were made by 
him, and for him, Col. i. 16. And is he not then, 
in reaſon, the proper perſon, for God to govern 
the worlds by? and ho all this is made known 
to us; what is more reaſonable than that we ſhould 


acknowledge him as ſuch? And, fince, he by 


whom God made all things, condeſcended to be- 
come incarnate, to be made of a woman, made 
under the law; and, tho? before his incarnation he 
was in the form of God, being the brightneſs 
of his Father's glory and the expreſs image of his 
perſon : ſince he not only was made a little lower 
than the Angels by becoming a man, and ſo na- 
turally capable of dying ; but, in our nature, took 
on him the form of a ſervant, miniſter*d to our 


wants; ſet us an example of righteouſneſs; and 


tho* he was without fin, and ſo not on his own 
account liable to the ſentence of the law (the ſoul 
that finneth ſhall cye) yet became obedient to death; 
dying, the juſt for the unjuſt ; and making his 
foul an offering for ſin, that we might be made, or 
treated as, righteous. Since the only Begotten of 
the Father, thus, condeſcended to empty himſelf : 

| what 
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what more reaſonable than that he ſhould be highly 
exalted ? And, what more ſuitable than that Go 
ſhould diſpenſe the riches. of his grace and glory 
thro' him? And commit the judgment of the world 
to him? and, then, ſince he is thus highly ex- 
alted; has all power in heaven and earth given 
to him; hath life in himſelf; can raiſe whom he 
will; hath the words of eternal life, Sc. what 
more reaſonable than that we ſhould acknowledge 
him as our only Mediatour with God, who has 
put all things in ſubjection to him? That all men 
honour him; that every knee ſhould bow before 
him; and every tongue confeſs that Feſus Chrift 
is LORD to the glory of GOD the FA- 
THER? And, has not the Chriſtian who wor- 
ſhips God the Father thro' the mediation of his 
dear Son, a holy boldneſs in his approaches to the 
throne of the divine majeſty ? while he conſiders 
this Mediatour as the righteous advocate, as our 
lorious high prieſt, who ever lives, and makes 
interceſſion for all that come unto God by him, 
and who can compaſſionate our infirmities, and is 
able to ſave all 2 the uttermoſt: and is he 
not aſſur' d, that this faith is no fiction, by the 
reſurrection of his Lord? by the deſcent of the 
holy Ghoſt? and by the ſucceſs of the goſpel? 
Theſe things conſider'd, our regard to Feſus Chriſt, 
tho* we are commanded thereunto by God the 
Father, is not to be eſteem'd as a mere arbitrary 
command : but as being agreeable to the relation 
he ſtands in to us, and to the whole creation. 
And, hence, not only men are commanded to 
honour the Son, as they honour the Father ; but 
the Angels of God are comma nded to worſhip 
him: for he (God) hath not put the world to come 
in ſubjection to them (the Angels) but to him, 
whom God has anointed with the oil of glad- 
neſs 
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neſs above his fellows. Compare P/. xlv. with 


Heb. i. and ii. 

The like may be ſaid with reference to #he 
boly Ghoſt : if he is God's reſident in the Church; 
if he bare witneſs to the goſpel diſpenſation, by 
many ſigns and wonders ; if he is the /an#ifier 


F believers in all ages; and ſuſtains this office in 


the oeconomy of ſalvation: then our regard to 
him as ſuch, is not to be conſider'd merely as an 
act of obedience to a poſitive precept, but agrees 
alſo with the reaſon and relation of things : and 
when this is known, every one muſt ſee it reaſon- 
able not to. quench, reſiſt, or do —_— to the 
ſpirit of grace and holineſs; but, on the contrary 
to pray for his guidance and aſſiſtance, improve 
'every good motion, and encourage himſelf with 
the hope of his promiſed aid, in a reſolute courſe 
of piety, as knowing that he that is in us, 1s 
greater than he that is in the world. 
Thus, I think, we may juſtly ſay of the peculiar 
way of worſhiping the Father thro* the Son, 
and by the holy Spirit ; that, tho? it is a com- 
mand of revelation, and their peculiar offices are 
only made known by revelation: yet that this 
was not unworthy of God to reveal, but of ma- 
nifeſt advantage for us to be inform'd of; and 
that the duties, ſubſequent hereunto, or the way 
of worſhip now required, tho? it is the will and 
pleaſure of God to be worſhip'd in this manner; 
yet it does alſo ariſe from, or at leaſt is perfectly 
conſiſtent with the reaſon and relation of things; 
and that, ſo long as theſe offices and relations laſt 
will oblige men wherever known; and are fo far 
from being a reaſonable objection, that they are 
worthy of all acceptation : as they are an illuſtri- 
ous manifeſtation of the divine condeſcention, and 
goodneſs to us; and admirably contrived ta ani- 
f mate, 
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mate, and ſupport us in a religious courſe. And 
ſo do contribute to render the yoke of Chrift 
light and eaſy compared with the law of nature. 

3. Nor is it a juſt occaſion of offence, that 
there ſhould be poſitive inſtitutions in revealed re- 
ligion 3 becauſe they may be calculated for wiſe 
purpoſes, and ſuited to our nature and preſent 


circumſtances. Such inſtitutions may have a direct 


tendency to fix on our minds a ſenſe of the au- 
thority, and to engage us to an explicite obedience 
to the will of God. And, may not every inſti- 
tution that has ſuch a tendency, be of advantage 
to us? Eſpecially when there is ſufficient caution 
in the revelation enjoining ſuch inſtitutions, to 

rd us againſt a neglect of morality. And, as 
it conduceth to the happineſs of a rational creature 
to be ſubjected to, and harmoniz'd with the divine 
will; ſo, may it not be an evidence that the per- 
ſon, ſo obeying, does it from a hearty ſubjection 
to the will of God? And, tho? this can never be 
allowed as a commutation for, or an indulgence 


to the neglect of moral virtue: yet, in ſome caſes, 


ſuch obedience may be more explicitely an ac- 
knowledgement of God's authority, than ſome in- 
ſtances of morality ; which may be perform'd from 
their being agreeable, and ſuitable ro our happi- 
neſs, while we have not ſo expreſs a regard to the 
will of God. Tho? it muſt be allow'd that to live 
in the allowed negle& of moral virtue is moſt 
heinous, and more incompatible with the love 
of God, and virtue, and can have leſs to be 
ſaid in excuſe of it, than a miſtake in matter 
of poſitive religion, or the omiſſion of them will 
many times admit of: yer theſe may anſwer a 
valuable end; and may be well ſuited to train us 
up, and to habituate us to an obedient diſpoſition 
of mind. And, when they are neither numerous, 

nor 
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nor obſcure in their defign ; but their moral ten- 


dency is plain and obvious, which is the caſe of 
the goſpel inſtitutions : why ſnould this be thought 
below the majeſty or perfection of God to enjoin ? 
Baptiſm is an admiſſion into the Church, and is 
plainly deſign'd to ſhow us our need of purity, 
and cleanſing by the blood of Jeſus, and by t 
Spirit of our God ; and of our obligation to die 
unto fin, and to live in the ſervice of the true 
God. And, ſince we are expreſly told that the 
outward fign will be of no advantage without 
the thing ſignified, for the baptiſm that now ſaves 
us, is not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards, or a 


| _ conſcience enquiring of, God, 1 Pet. 111. 21. 
hy 


ſhould an inſtitution, but once to be prac- 
tis*d, ſo plain in its deſign, and fo guarded againſt 
abuſe, be objected againſt ? 

And with reſpect to the Lord's Supper; what 
can be more ſimple, or more obvious in its de- 
fign, or leſs apt to lead any to ſuperſtition? The 
expreſs and declar'd deſign is the remembrance 
of the death of Chriſt ; of his body, as broken 
for us, of his blood, as ſhed for the remiſſion 


of fins. By which ( 1.) If we underſtand our own 


thankful remembrance of the love of Chrift in 
dying for us: what can be more reaſonable than 
for us frequently to have an affecting ſenſe of his 
love? And, what can have a greater tendency to 
conſtrain us to live unto him that dyed for us, 
than the frequent remembrance of his death? And, 


as living to him muſt mean living in obedience 


to the will of God as taught by him, and in 
conformity to his example; and as this expreſſion 
of Cbriſt's love excites us to love one another: 
this ordinance has a plain moral tendency, and 
may be conceiv*d. as appointed to aſſiſt us in the 
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ractice of virtue, by ſtrongly exciting us to the 
fo of God, and our neighbour. ( 2.) If we con- 
ſider it as publickly ſhewing forth the Lord's death, 
till he come; and ſo as one means of preſerving 
the remembrance of it in the world: why ſhould 
we think this an unreaſonable return of reſpect 
to him, that loved us, and dyed for us? and, 
while Chriſtians are oblig'd to ſuch a public pro- 
feſſion of their faith in a crucified Saviour: this 
may anſwer a good end, in B and pro- 
pagating the belief hereof, and in viſibly diſtin- 
guiſhing his church from the infidel and profane 
part of the world; and in reminding them of 
their obligation to be crucified to the world, ſince 
they are profeſſedly of a kingdom that is not of 
this och and the declar'd ſubjects of a crucified 
Saviour. (3. ) Or if we ſuppoſe, laſtly, that this 
implies the bringing the death of Cbriſt to re- 
membrance hefore God: this has an evident ten- 
dency -to advance us to an holy boldneſs, and a 
confirm'd faith in our approaches to the. throne 


of mercy. ----- 


Yet this act of remembrance is to be kept up 
by no other outward forms than plain bread and 
wine; ſuitable, as they are the ordinary means of 
ſupporting and exhilarating animal life, to lead us 
to conſider our Lord Feſas Chriſt, as the bread 
of life that cometh from above, and as the perſon 
thro! whom we have eternal life and the joys of 
ſalvation; and yet not fo liable to be abus'd to 
ſuperſtition, as ſome other methods more immedi- 
ately. ſtriking our ſenſes, and natural affections. 
For inſtance, a curious repreſentation, in ſtatuary, 
or painting, of a perſon dhe on a crols in the 
agonies of death, might indeed be more ſtrikin 
to our imagination : but, perhaps, while we fel 
the ſtronger commotions - our paſſions, we ol 
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have our thoughts leſs engaged on the real and 
great ends of our Lord's death, and be more in 
danger of ſuperſtition. It is evident the Roman 
church departed from the goſpel ſimplicity of this 
Inſtitution, and chang'd the nature of the ſacra- 
ment; or ſhe could never have idoliz'd the Hoſt. 

But, what 1s there offenſive in theſe inſtitutions, 
conſider'd in their original ſimplicity, and obvious 
deſign ? Why may not God enjoin ſuch ordinances ; 
when very good ends are propoſed to be an- 
ſwer'd by them, and they are deſign'd to promote 
real holineſs? God's thus dealing with us ought 
not to be repreſented as a mere arbitrary pro- 
ceeding, but rather as a merciful condeſcenſion to 
our infirmities, thus to treat us in a way of co- 
venant 3 while we, obeying theſe inſtitutions, and 
attending to. the deſign of them, are encouraged 
to regard our ſelves as his peculiar people. 

By 1 we come under or enter into a vi- 
ſible profeſſion of being his people: and by the 
Lord's ſupper we ſolemnly renew this profeſſion; 
and are put in mind of our obligations; and, b 
his appointing theſe external ſigns, and ſeals of his 
covenant, he does as it were own us for his people 
in a public manner. His truth and eſſential good- 
neſs are ever the ſame, and may be a juſt argu- 
ment for our truſt in him: but our weakneſs is 
ſuch, that it may be an advantage to us that 
God does thus, by external ſigns, declare his tak- 
ing us into covenant; and hereby authoriſes us 
to regard our ſelves as his peculiar people; if we 
obſerve, on our part, the covenant, and depart 
from iniquity. And, as theſe inſtitutions, and rhe 
diſpenſation we are under, have a tendency to real 
holineſs : ſo we may expect, and be confirm'd in 
our hopes of all that help from God, that is truly 
needful to render us not only holy or —_ by 
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ſolemn profeſſion; but truly a holy people, ſepa- 
rate from all iniquity, if we are not negligent of 


making this our calling and election ſure, or abid- 


ing. For, as we are devoted to the Father; ſo 
likewiſe we are baptiſed in the name of the Son, 
whoſe blood cleanſeth from all ſin; and into the 
name of the Holy _ the Sanctifier, and ſo into 
the expectation and hope of his ſanctify ing, and 
ſaving operations. | 

Thus, while we are diſcharged from the numer- 
ous rites of the Jewiſb law; and, are brought 
under a diſpenſation not at all inſiſting on thoſe 
meats and drinks, and ceremonial obſervances they 
were obliged to; and which compar'd with that 
law, does not inſiſt on poſitive int itutions, (theſe 
being both fewer, and more plain, and obvious; 
and ſo ſuited to this better covenant and more 

rfect diſpenſation; and yet not improper to our 
— of imperfection, and probation, whilſt in a 
ſinful world, till the time comes, when we ſhall 
need them no more; when we ſhall be admitted 
to that ſtate, where we ſhall ſee as we are ſeen ; 
where the glory of God, and the Lamb ſhall 
enlighten us, and where there will be no need of 
the light of the ſun or the moon, nor the aids 
of poſitive inſtitutions be more requiſite) it be- 
comes us in the mean time to walk in all the 


ordinances, and commandments of the Lord blame- 


leſs z to ſhow an unreſerv'd ſubjection to the will 
of God; and carefully to improve all thoſe helps, 
thar are ſuited to our preſent ſtate : rather than 
indulge our ſelves in a cavilling humour. 

I now proceed to conſider the objection againſt 
all revealed religion, becauſe it is not univer/al. 
Tf this is ſuch a mighty benefit, it is ſaid, how 
comes it that a God of infinite goodneſs has not 
reader*d it more extenſive ? 2 if I ſhould ſay, 
= | a tte 
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the true reaſon why men are not more univer- 
fally aided by revelation, is, becauſe they de- 
lighted no more to retain, and improve the aids 
of revelation, than the natural knowledge of God 
in their minds. This was the firſt occaſion of 
revelation ceaſing to be univerſal, On the au- 
thority of Scripture, we may affirm that revela- 
tion has been univerſal: that, in the beginning, 
God treated with men on the foot of revelation 
as with Adam in paradife, and after the fall; and 
again with Noah, who would inſtruct his children. 
Now, if, when revelation was univerſal, men grew 
more and more negligent of its aids and directions, 
and fond of their own inventions; it is natural to 
ſuppoſe they might, by degrees, loſe the knowledge 
of it; or ſo corrupt it, as to have little benefit 

thereby. And, if God ſaw fit, when they de- 
lighted not to retain his knowledge in their minds, 
to abandon them to their own follies; might not 
this, tho” a permitting them to the natural con- 
ſequence of their on choice, anſwer a wiſe end 
in the courſe of providence; as a caution to others, 
and an excitement to improve their advantage; 
leſt the like evil ſhould happen to them: and 
this, without conſigning their poſterity, for ſuc- 
ceſſive ages, down to the regions of everlaſting 
miſery, merely for the want of thoſe religious 
helps, that their anceſtors ſin'd away, unlefs 
they approv'd their ways. An infinitely merciful 
God will not require from men according to what 

they have not; but according to what they en- 
joy, So, the revelation of Jus teaches us Chriſti- 
ans to judge. God is alone the proper Judge of 
what allowances are to be made. He knows the 
degrees of liberty men are poſſeſs'd of; and every 
difadvantage they are under; and what degtee of 
purity and holineſs is requiſite to their admiſſion 


to 
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to his favour ; and what darkneſs and error may; 


under particular circumſtances, be conſiſtent there. 
with. The righteous Judge of all the earth will, 
in equity judge the nations. "4 

Nor is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe any fincere per- 
ſons ſhould be deſtitute of lach helps to religion, 
as are neceſſary to advance them to a mretneſs for 


happineſs. As the Heathens Are not left without 


4 a witneſs: ſo, if they attend to the light enjoy'd, 
how much ſoever that light may be . by 
vain traditions; yet, as, under the Gofpel, to him 
that hath ſhall be given: fo we have no reaſon 
to doubt of proportional aſſiſtance to him that 
improves what he hath by the Tight of nature. 
This we know, by the authority of revelation, 
that, of every nation, he, that feareth God, and 
worketh righteouſneſs is accepted of him: and 
St. Paul, who gives us ſuch a fad deſcription af 
the general ſtate of the heathen world, in the be- 
ginning of his epiſtle to the Romans; in his ſecond 
chapter ſpeaks of them, as having thoughts ac- 
cuſing, or elſe excuſing one another; and tells 
us that, if by nature, they do the things of the 
law, they are a law to themſelves s and that, if they 
keep the (moral) righteoufheſs of the law; their 
uncircumciſion ſhall be counted for circumciſion: 
bad was we have no need 3 
order to magnify the goſp el. 

Yer I would | Eirther obſerve, that the influence 
of revelation has not been ſo reſtrain*d as perhaps 
ſome imagine. It is evident that the conduct af 
providence to the family of Abrabam, and the 
nation of the Jews, was ſuch as contributed to 
make God's name known among the Gentiles, and 
in ſome meaſure to preſerve true religion among 
the nations. His houſe was a houſe of prayer for 
all nations; and, among che Gentiles, there were 

| nor 
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not wanting ſome, that came up to worſhip at the 
dourt of the Gentiles ; tho? they receiv'd not the 
Fewiſh diſpenſation ; and, what could ſuch conduct 
imply leſs than their acknowledging the God of 
Hrael for the true God, in contradiſtinction to the 

ods of the nations? and, did not their ſo doing 
— witneſs to others of their belief in the only 
living and true God? Nor is it at all unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that thoſe, that did not go ſo far, 
might receive advantage from revelation z even 
tho they did not avowedly receive it, as the rule 
of their practice, Thus they might have aſſiſtance 
from the traditional remains of revelation, in ſome 

important truths, and duties, handed down to 
them; which approved themſelves indeed to their 
conſciences, and ſo might be eſteem'd parts of 
natural religion, and yet they might, in a great 
degree, owe their knowledge of them, to their 
being communicated down from one age to ano- 
ther : nay, they might have more eaſily an op- 
_Portunity of correcting their falſe and abſurd no- 
tions, by the communications they had from thoſe 
who were guided by a ſtanding revelation. I 
think this is pretty evident in the reformation made 
among the Magi by Zoroaſter, with reſpect to the 
abſurd, and abominable notion of two independent 
—— the one good, the other evil. And ſo, 
likewiſe, their reformation from vice, and pre- 
ſervation from a total degeneracy might be very 
much aſcrib'd to the ſame cauſe. Ir ſeems very 
Plain, that the repentance of Nineveh, was to be 
imputed to the alarm given them by the threaten- 
ings of a Prophet ſent from God, and not to the 
-mere attention of their own minds to the light of 
nature. And, once more, 

There is no reaſon to forbid our extending the 


benefit of our Redeemer's death to fuch as may 
2 M not 


CBI. 
ngt have been favour'd with the explicite revela- 
tion of him. The name of Jeſus, we Chriſtians 
ought readily to acknowledge, is the only name 
goes under heaven, whereby a man can - be 
aved ; but I think the ſcripture does not confine 
ſalvation, only to ſuch as have the explicite know- 
ledge of his name, who is the true light, which 
lightech every man that cometh into the world. 
Indeed, we read that he, that believeth not is 
damn'd : and our Lord tells the eus, Except ye 


believe that I am he, ye ſhall die in your fins. 


But ſuch expreſſions muſt, in the reaſon of things, 
be reſtrained to thoſe, who having ſufficient evi- 
dence of his being the Meſſiab, yet thro' a love 
of vice refuſe to acknowledge him, or to act 
ſuitably to ſuch acknowledgements : and, in like 
manner when it is ſaid, Whoſoever denieth the Son, 
hath not the Father, &c. He, that hath the Son, 
hath life, and, He that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not life. Theſe, and the like expreſſions, 
muſt be reſtrain'd to thoſe, to whom the Son of 
God was explicitely propos'd: unleſs any rather 
ſuppoſe the latter paſſage to refer to that abundant, 
that eminent degree of ſpiritual life, that they 
have, who duly receive the Son of God. It is 
plain ſuch paſſages cannot be intended as a per- 
emptory excluſion from happineſs of all ſuch per- 
ſons, as have not a direct explicite faith in the 
rſon of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : our Saviour 
imſelf pronounced concernintz Nathaniel, when 
he had no explicite faith in his perſon, but was 
rather under popular prejudices z that he was an 
Iraelite indeed; in whom there was no guile : and 
St. Paul expreſly aſſerts, that, as in Adam all died, 
/o in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
But now the reſurrection from the dead, (for of that 
the Apoſtle is ſpeaking) cannot be deſign'd as a 
N miſery, 
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miſery, unleſs render'd ſuch by people's own fault · 
All Chriſtians allow that infants, who have no 
explicite faith, may have benefit by the death of 
our Lord: nor is it natural to ſuppoſe the hea- 
thens ſhould ſo far ſhare in the effect of our Lord's 
death and power, as to be rais'd from the dead, 
only in order to be the more miſerable. But 
St. Paul tells us that, as many as have ſinned 
wit bout law, ſhall alſo periſh without law; and as 

many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by 
tbe lau); in the day when God ſball judge the ſecrets 
of all men by Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 11. 12. --- 16. 
And, ſince, in the preceding verſes, he aſſerts 
that God ſhall render to every man according to 
his works; and pronounces happineſs or miſery, 
accordingly, to all, whether Few or Gentile : I 
think it moſt natural to underſtand him, when 
he aſſerts that all men ſhall be judged by Jeſus 
Chriſt according to his Goſpel; as aſſerting not 
only that 'tis according to what the goſpel teaches, 
that all men ſhall be judged by Jeſus Chriſt ; but 


alſo that all men ſhall be judged according to 


the merciful tenour of the goſpel; which does 
not inſiſt on indefectible, unerring obedience, but 
admits of repentance, and accepts ſincere and un- 
reſerv*d obedience ; and this, perfectly agreeable 
to his ſuppoſing ſome by patient continuance in 
well doing to be ſeeking glory; in contradiſtinc- 


tion to the contentious z which ſuppoſition would 


be vain, if all the Gentiles were of the latter ſort. 
All, indeed, have come ſhort. of the glory of 
God: and, ſince ſpotleſs obedience is no where 
to be found; it is reaſonable to underſtand ſincere 
obedience to be that, which ranks perſons among 
the well doers. And, thus, all men, according 


to their conſcientious regard to, and improvement 


of, the diſpenſation they are favour'd with, whether 
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under the Goſpel, the law of Moſes, the revelation 
given to the Patriarchs, or the light of nature; may 


be judg'd according to the merciful tenor of the 
Goſpel by Feſus Chriſt. It is manifeſt, none can be 
damned, for not believing in him of whom they 
have never heard: neither have they the ſame ad- 


vantage for holineſs in this life: and, as it is pro- 
bable they do not attain the ſame degree of purity 
in this life, as the ſerious careful Chriſtian ; fo it 
is poſſible they may not be immediately advanced 
to the ſame degree of glory in the future ſtate. 
For, in our heavenly Father's houſe there are many 
manſions : yet they may be ſurpris'd with admiſſion 
into manſions of glory beyond their expectation, 
thro* the Redeemer; juſt as a minor, when he comes 
to age, may be admitted to an eſtate beyond his 
expectations; and that, by virtue of the will of a 
teſtator whom he never perſonally knew. And, 
tho* the thought hereof can have no preſent in- 
fluence on their lives, who do not. know it: yet, 
when they ſee their obligations to the Mediator, 
it may be a juſt occaſion for their joining in the 
other world in the aſcriptions of ſalvation and 
praiſe to him, that fits upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb that was ſlain. 
Thus I have endeavour'd to ſhow the extenſive 
uſefulneſs of rgvealed religion; and rhe excellency, 
and great advantage of the revelation of Feſus 
Chriſt to us, in our circumſtances : and thar, in 
a way conſiſtent with the general goodneſs of the 
God and Father of mercies ; ſo that no injuſtice 
can be charged on the divine adminiſtration, to 
thoſe, who do not enjoy -the unmerited favour of 
the Goſpel : which to ſuppoſe, I confeſs, would 
be an inſuperable objection. For every mouth 
muſt be ſtop'd before God in the day of judg- 


ment; and that, from a full conviction of the. 
And, 


righteous proceedings of 18 day. 
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And, if all this does not ſatisfy, but men will 
{till aſk, why are not all men favour'd with equal 
advantages? let them give a reaſon why men were 
not created angels; or why, on the ſuppoſition 
of our having only the light of nature, yet cer- 
tainly ſome men have great advantage above 
others in natural capacities, education, and other 
circumſtances. 

We have reaſon to believe in general, that God 
has wiſe reaſons, for his various conduct to the 
ſons of men, from the traces of his wiſdom that 
do appear to us.; tho' he has not thought fit to 
acquaint us with his matters, or reaſons of ftate 
and we are incapable of penetrating the m_ of his 
counſels : for, who hath been his counſellour? or 
who can, by ſearching, find out the Almighty to 
perfection? ſurely, it does not become us to reply 
againſt God, why haſt thou made me thus? but 
to act agreeably to the laws he has placed us un- 
der; and to improve the talents he intruſts us 
with; and to acknowledge that he has a right to 
have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
to harden whom he will: becauſe as the infinitely 
wiſe God, he is the alone proper Judge how far 
it is reaſonable, all things conſider'd, to lengthen 
out his patience : or to determine when his ſpirit 
ſhall no longer ſtrive with the children of men; 
and how far it is proper in his righteous judg- 
ment, to abandon them to their own follies, and 
to give them up to their own inventions 3 and, 
both when, and how far, it is decorous for his 
goodnels, guided by wiſdom; to interpoſe by 
extraordinary methods, to prevent the univerſal 
wreck of humane nature; as alſo to determine 
the fitteſt methods to be taken, to accompliſh ſo 
merciful a purpoſe. But, ſurely, it can be no 
reaſonable objection againſt revelation, or what 
will juſtify our rejecting it; that God has not 
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thought fit, to acquaint us with theſe his matters; 


when the revelation propoſed, a rs, every wa 

worthy of a God of lfte 44 to ro — 
worthy of man to comply with; mercifully ad- 
apted to his preſent circumſtances, and calculated 
to promote his happineſs, by recovering and per- 
fecting his nature; and to bring in univerſal righte- 
ouſneſs, and peace on earth, if comply'd with; 


and this confirm'd by many ſigns and wonders, 


and by the accompliſhment of prophecies. Let 
us all, therefore, take heed that we reſiſt not 
the Holy Ghoſt, in rejecting the atteſtations he 
has given, by prophecy and miracle, to this diſ- 
penſation ; leſt we be found putting away the fal- 
vation of God from us, __ rejecting his coun- 
ſels; and ſo the words of our Saviour to the 
infidel Fews be verified on us, who have ſo much 
demonſtration for this way of ſalvation : Except 


ye believe that I am be, ye ſhall die in your ſins. 


Let us rather act a more reaſonable part; and 
not indulge to endleſs cavils : but, being ſatisfied 
with full and rational evidence, thankfully embrace 
the Goſpel ; with reverence attend to the inſtruc- 
tions of the Son of God ; and take heed that we 
receive not this grace of God in vain. For, how 


can we eſcape, it we neglect ſuch great ſalvation? 


I now proceed, 


$. III. Thirdly, to ſhow che excellency of the 
Goſpel diſpenſation, compar'd with the inventions 
of men in the worſhip of God. And, here, we 
may ſay as David, in another caſe, it is better 
to fall into the hands of God, than into the hands 
of man: yea, it 1s better to truſt in the Lord, 
and ſubmit to his guidance, than to lean to our 
own underſtanding : becauſe, when once perſons 
forſake the rule of natural and reveaPd religion, 
they are in danger of 8 wandrings; a 0 
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hard to determine to what length the vagaries of 
imagination may lead men, according to their 
different tempers : either to impious and cruel, 
or lewd actions. Horrid were the abominations 
of Gentiliſm ; and their idols almoſt endleſs : but, 
by the Goſpel diſpenſation, we behold an end 
put to all their cruel ſacrifices. Wherever the 
Goſpel is admitted in its clearneſs and authority, 
men muſt ſee they are needleſs: and all pretence 
for them is remov'd; becauſe we know, that, 
by the once offering of himſelf, Jeſus Chriſt doth 
perfect for ever them that are ſanctified. The 
like effect has the due conſideration of our Lord's 
mediatorial office, with reſpect to the idol me- 

diators of the Gentiles. £62 
We have another inſtance of the terrible effects 
of the inventions of men, in the Roman Church : 
in which, men, departing from the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel, ran at length, into extravagancies to 
the eſtabliſhment of the papal. authority ; which 
has brought in a yoke more intolerable than that 
of Moſes.; and which, inſtead of preſerving the 
knowledge, and practice of true religion, has hea- 
theniſed the church; and. brought in groſs idola- 
try, enforced on men by the moſt cruel methods. 
The ſpirit of the meek, and holy Jeſus has been 
utterly neglected by multitudes: for I would not 
condemn every invidual in that communion. 
Some, doubtleſs, may, in a great degree, be pre- 
ſerv'd from her defilements : but I ſpeak of what 
is the true and genuine ſpirit of that church; in 
which the law of God has been made void by 
the traditions of men. Thus has charity, the end 
of the commandment, been deſtroyed, thro* a 
fondneſs to men's own inventions, and an imperious 
ſpirit ; which, when attended with power, has not 
only produc'd hatred, but the murder of their 
innocent and righteous brethren :; and this, _ 
| tne 


2 


the ſanction of religion; and eſteem'd as merito- 
rious. Long pilgrimages, horrid cruſadoes, and 
dreadful maſſacres! Theſe are a part of the yoke, 
that church has laid upon her votaries. From ſuch 
ſpecimens of humane inventions, join'd with hu- 
mane authority in'matters of religion, let us guard 
againſt all approaches to ſuch a ſpirit; and ſee 


the reaſonableneſs of ſtanding faſt in the liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt has made us free; ſince his yoke - 


is of ſo contrary a nature, and much more eaſy 
to every one, that forms his notions of our Lord's 
government from the New. Teſtament. And, 
happy would it be for the chriſtian world, if all 
parties of Chriſtians would unite in giving up every 
religious doctrine; - and practice, that is not founded 
on that authority ; and in the exerciſe of chari 
and mutual forbearance in thoſe leſſer matters, 
wherein they may have different apprehenſions 
while all united, in zeal for the eſſential conſti- 
tuents of our' Redeemer's —_— righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. And 
here, I add, 


\ 


| Let not any one fooliſhly charge the vices of 
men to God's account ; becauſe men have wil- 


fully neglected or notoriouſly corrupted a revela- 
tion, given to quite different purpoſes than thoſe, 
it was naturally fitted to produce. For, this is 
virtually quarrelling with God; for making us 
mutable creatures; inſtead of thankfully improve- 
ing the helps afforded us. Neither is it reaſonable 
to turn, the follies of men, in inventing falſe, and 
ſuperſtitious methods of religion, into an argu- 
ment againſt the admiſſion of all revelation. F or 
that would be no greater ſecurity againſt the cor- 
rupt imaginations of men. To ſay the truth, 
neither reaſon, nor revelation, will render us ne- 
ceſſary agents, or render us immutable and im- 


peccable. If it be faid, that, had men adher'd 
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to the dictates of reaſon ; ſuperſtition would have 
been avoided : in like manner, ſay I, had men 
been govern'd by authentick revelation, in matters 
of religion: the ſame would have been prevented. 
But, it is certain, that both reaſon, and revelation 
may be neglected. Let us ſuppoſe, for argument's 
ſake, that there never has been any inſtituted 
religion of divine appointment. Why, then, it 
is evident, reaſon has not, in fact, been effectual 
to guard againſt ſuperſtition; and, therefore, tho'. 
there have been falſe pretences to inſpiration, and 
much miſchief dont thereby; yet, ſince chis has 
actually been the caſe, whether we ſuppoſe a true 
revelation to have been given or no; I can't ſee 
how the cauſe of reveal'd religion is affected hereby, 
farther then to put men upon enquiring into the 
internal characteriſtics, and the external evidence 
of what is propos'd to them as divine revelation ; 
but cannot in juſtice, be admitted as a reaſon to 
deny the poſſibility of revelation, which may 
anſwer valuable ends; eſpecially, when in the re- 
velation offer'd, there is no objection againſt the 
evidence attending it. But, if it further appears, 
that it is to be aſcribed to revelation, that ſuper- 
ſtition has not been more ſpreading, that parti- 
. cularly the Goſpel, in its firſt promulgation, was 
mckebly ſucceſsful in recovering men from 

ſuperſtition ; if alſo the reformation of Chriſti- 
anity is to be aſcrib'd to the knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, which I think is pretty evident: 
then how unreaſonable is it to object, againſt re- 
velation that, which it has been deſtructive of? 
I think I can't do juſtice to this ſubject with- 


out ſhowing, 


$. IV. Fourthly, that the yoke of Chriſt is eaſier, 
and his burthen lighter, than the being under the 


powver of vicious habits, and in bondage to _ 
: Thi 


[ 63 ] 
This is perhaps one of the hardeſt things to pe 
ſuade 2＋ — If chis point was therefore 
once gain'd; we might hope to prevail with peo- 
ple to ſubmit to the authority, and government 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Now this I appre- 
hend will appear from the following conſiderations. 
Firſt, As much as men are inclined to ſenſual 
pleaſure, and to criminal methods of gratifying 


their predominant paſſions : yet there is a contrary 
principle that gives them uneaſineſs, at leaſt till 


they have arrived to a ſearedneſs of conſcience : 
ſcarce any one would do an act of injuſtice, could 
he gain his end without it, and this is, in ſome 
degree, confirmed by the horror of conſcience, 
that ſome viſibly diſcover, on the commiſſion of 
any notorious crime. And the uneaſineſs, that 
attends a courſe of impiety is ſtill greater in ſuch, 
as have been bleſs'd with a religious education. 
Such cannot live without painful alarms from their 
own conſcience. So, in the midft of all cheir finful 
pleaſures, they find at leaſt at intervals, that it 
is a yoke that galls them. 

Hence, by the way, ſuch Chriſtians ; who from 
their infancy, have grown up in the fear and 
knowledge of the Lord; have walk'd fuitably 
to the light of the Goſpel revelation : and ſo im- 
prov'd the helps they have been favour'd with, 
as to have eſcap'd the pollutions of the 
and have been ever prevailingly ſubject to the 
law of God: as theſe, comparatively ſpeaking, 
need not repentance ; as their own conſcience 
muſt .bring in a different teſtimony than that of 
the children of difobedience ; fo they have no 
reaſon to diſquiet themſelves, that they have not 
felt ſuch pricking to the heart as more notorious 
ſinners ; or that they cannot fix on any time when 
they ceas'd to do evil, and learn'd to do well, 
ſo as perſons recover'd from a courſe of impiety 
may. 
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may. Yet this ſhould be no diſcouragement to 
them, nor made ſo by others, (for he that doth 
righteouſneſs, is righteous,) but it ſhould rather 
be an encouragement to early piety; in as much 
as thereby, they will be free from the painful 
reflexions of guilt contracted ; that others have 
reaſon with bitterneſs, to lament, and to repent 
of by particular acts of contrition. 

2. I obſerve that the difficulty of breaking 
off a courſe and habit of ſin, how great ſoever, 
is moſt at firſt, and gradually leſſens. It can no 
more be continued in, than broke off, without 
uneaſineſs: but, the longer ſuch a courſe is con- 
tinued in; the greater the difficulty of a recovery, 
and the more diſmal the proſpects the ſoul. is filled 
with :, nay, ſuppoſe it ſtupid, it muſt then be 
depriv*d:of all the pleaſure the religious mind has 
from a faith in God. For, God is either not in 
all his thoughts, or he 1s regarded as an object 
of terrour. The latter is unavoidable, if he thinks 
at all of God, and has any remaining ſenſe of the 
divine perfections. While any one is by wicked 
works 'an enemy to God: while his mind 1s at 
enmity with the law of God ; he muſt think of God 
as an object of terrour. The more juſt his no- 
tions are of the purity, majeſty, and power of 
the Almighty, the more terrible muſt it be to his 
thouglits, to conſider himſelf as in a ſtate of en- 
mity to the Almighty God. But, ſuppoſe God is 
not in all his thoughts, what does he deprive him- 
ſelf of? what gloomy proſpects muſt that man 
have, who has no higher hope than in this life? 
A life of uncertainty and diſappointment, in which 
he is liable to numerous calamities ; that neither 
his power, nor intereſt, nor wiſdom, can guard 
againſt, or ſupport him under: and yet the great 
Preſerver of all things is baniſh'd from his 
thoughts. But, now, the Chriſtian, who ſubmits 
| himſelf 
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himſelf to the yoke of Chriſt, will find a grow- 
ing pleaſure in a religious courſe, that will daily 
lighten the difficulty, the further he proceeds, 
the more will he ſee that the commandments of 
God, by Chriſt are not. grievous, but reaſonable ; 
as the obſervance of them is perfective of his 
nature, and enables him to view the Almighty as 
his friend, in whole power and perfection he may 
ſafely confide in the greateſt dangers : he will find 
the fruit of righteouſnefs.to be peace gf conſcience, 
and with God. So that thus far the advantage is 
greatly on the chriſtian fide, 4s 
3. This will yet further appear, if we take into 
the account the motive ſet before him, and the 
aſſiſtance he is warranted to expect. I would 
not talk deceitfully for God: he, that will live 
godly in this preſent world, muſt expect to meet 
with perſecution in ſome degree; and to be called 
to ſelf-denial and mortification ; and that, ſome- 
times, of deſires innocent in themſelves, when the 
gratification: of them is not inconſiſtent with ſu- 
perior obligations. This the Chriſtian may be 
called to: but, when he has learn'd to conſider 
himſelf as a pilgrim 3 he will be Jeſs concern'd at 
the treatment. he meets with in his journey : and, 
while his faith ſtretches within the yell, where 
his Saviqur is already enter d, and reaches to the 
unſeen world; theſe prefent afflictions will become 
light and momentary : ---- and, hence, he obtains 
victory: for, this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith. And what may not 
he endure, whoſe regards are fixed upon the in- 
viſible God? who believes the future judgment, 
and the xecompence gf reward, — the power of 


our Lord Jeſus to ſave all that come unto God 
by him? Nay, we read of being more than con- 
querors thro him that loved us: this has ſome- 
times eminently appear'd 15 the caſe of e 

| om. 


4 LW] 
dom. Some, who who have been called to it, 
have not only conquered, but triumphed over every 
thing dreadful to human nature: and it is an 
encouraging motive, that God, who is faithful, 
will not forget our labour of love; and thar, 
if we are called ro eminent trials, we have ſet 
before us eminent rewards. Whence our Saviour 
bids his diſciples, when [perſecuted for his ſake, 
to rejoice and be exceeding glad : for, great, ſays 
he, 1s your reward in heaven : and, this we know, 
that if we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign 


with him: and, if we will not diſtruſt his vera- 


city we may aſſure our ſelves that no man will 
be a loſer in the end, by any thing that he may 
ſuffer for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt. 

It is really from an evil heart of unbelief, if 
we do not find the practice of religion eaſy under 
the influence of ſuch motives ; it is, becauſe we 
do not attend to the works of the Lord, nor at- 
tend to the declarations he hath made. Bur, 


however, if the ſinner is really awaken'd to the i 


ſenſe of his guilt; if he is under a concern to 
eſcape the wrath of God, and is diſpoſed to break 
off his fins by repentance, but 1s diſcouraged by 
the force of corrupt habits, and, while he owns 
the ſuitableneſs of the motives propos'd to his 
faith, yet feels a difficulty to maintain an habitual 


| ſenſe of theſe things on his mind: why, ſtill, he 


is encouraged with the promiſe of the Holy Spirit; 
on the eaſy terms of aſking in earneſt, Luke xi. 13. 
If he turns, at God's reproof, he may expect that 
God will pour out his Holy Spirit upon him ; 
under whoſe influence, while he 1s — what he 
can; in meditating on ſubjects moſt ſuitable to 
influence his mind; in avoiding all occaſions of 


making proviſion for the fleſn; and in watch- 


fulneſs againſt thoſe ſins that do moſt eaſily beſet 
him: whilſt he is thus acting in hope, and wit 


de- 
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dependance on the help of God's Holy Spirit; then, 
agreeably to the goſpel maxim, To him that hath 
Hall be given; he may expect to gain a more fix d 
habitual ſenſe of the objects of faith; and, ſo, new 
and better habits be introduc'd; while theſe conſide- 
rations grow habitual, and have the governing in- 
fluence over his life. Such is the virtue of faith that 
it will remove mountains. Thoſe objections, that 
appear'd unſurmountable, will be render'd con- 
temptible. The proud, the covetuous, and the ſelfiſh 
perſon ; did they fix their thoughts on him, who, 
tho* the Heir of all things, yet became poor; and 
on the eternal inheritance, that he has ſer before 
them : they would be aſhamed of ſuch a ſpirit, and 
become more humble, more generous, and dilated 
in their affections. Were ſuch things believ'd, and 
ſeriouſly regarded ; we ſhould bluſh at the trifling 
excuſes we make for our ſinful follies, and be a- 
ſham'd of all excuſes, that we dare not plead before 
the divine tribunal. And, were men prevail'd on 
thus to act; who ſees not the advantage? So that 
if we duly conſider the motives and helps afforded 
to a religious life, as peculiarly diſcover'd in the 
Goſpel; we may juſtly deem Chriſt's yoke eaſy 
compared with the power of ſinful habits. 

This methinks muſt be allowed by all, who, 
conſider, on the one hand, the conſequences of a 
ſinful courſe in the preſent ſtate: remorſe of con- 
ſcience, diſeaſes, diſgrace, and the loſs of all that 
pleaſure, that ariſes from a rational truſt in the 
Almighty ; and, as to futurity, the diſmal hopes 
of annihilation, or the more dreadful proſpects of 
eternal vengeance. And, then, off the other hand, 
turn their thoughts to the brighter proſpects of the 
faithful Chriſtian z who has peace of conſcience, 
friendſhip with God, contentmegg in a firm depen- 
dance on preſent ſupplics, and joy in the hopes of 
eternal ſalvation, ; 


Upon 


wt, 4 2 „ © 25 — * m 
— —— & 2 KA... 


— a 

. yes 4 

* +4 ” * 9 1 
%, 


[68] 

Upon the Whole, What can more engage us to 
ſubmit to the governmefit of the meck; ahd Towly 
Jeſus, than the eonviction of its great eaſe, com- 
pared with the law of. Moſes ? Its great advantage 
ro us (deprav'd, ignorant, ſinful creatures) compar'd 
with the feht of nature: and its being much lighter 


\ 


than the inventions of men, or the power of vicious 
habits; in oppoſition to which it may juſtly be 


eſteemed a law of liberty; what can more allure 
us? when we add to all this, that ſuch, as do ſub- 
mit to his dominion ſhall find everlaſting reſt to 
their ſouls': which brings me to, 

The Concluſion, Let us then ſubmit to his govern- 
ment, who has the words of eternal life; and is the 
Author of eternal ſalvation to all that obey him: 
and, ſure, if any thing, this will bring reſt to our 
fouls. And, what now remains, but that all, to 
whom this grace of God, which bringeth falvation, 
hath appear'd, improve its teachings, and aids, ſo 
as to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts; and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world ; and to take heed that they negle& not 
this great ſalvation :-and that they expreſs this diſ- 
poſition by an unreſerv'd ſubjection to our Lord's 
authority; by departing from iniquity ; by evi- 
dencing their moderation, or the due government 
of their tempers to all men; by having their righte- 
ouſneſs exceed that of the ſcribes, and phariſees; 
and by doing more than others, that arenot ſo pe- 
culiavly privileged : that others may be induc'd to 


own our religion to be more than a form, or hu- 


man device; and, by our good works, be led to 
glorify our heavenly Father. Whoever fhall thus 
order his converſation aright, cannot fail of ſeeing 
the falvation of God, and finding reſt to his ſoul. 
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ArRIian's Hiſtory of ALexanDeR the Great, tranſlated 
from the Greek, with Nates Hiſtorical, Geographical and Cri- 
tical. By Jonx Rooks. To which is prefixed a Criticiſm 
on 9uintius Curtius from the Latin of Mr. Ls CIERC. And 
ſome Remarks upon Mr. Pzx1zo0Nn1as's Vindication of that 
Author. In 2 Vols, 8vo. 


The Arts of Logick and Rhetorick, illuſtrated by Examples 
taken out of the beſt Authors, Ancient and Modern, in all the 
polite Languages ; interpreted and explain'd from that learned 
and judicious Critick Father Bouzours. To which are added, 
arallel Quotations out of the moſt eminent Engliſh Authors 
in Verſe and Proſe; wherein the like Obſervations are made on 
their Beauties and Blemiſhes, in all the various kinds of Thought 
and Expreſſion. 
As all is Darkneſs when the FANC T' bad, 
So without Fudgment FANCY is but mad. 
| Duke of Bocxs. 
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An introduction to the Reading of the Holy Scripture, in- 
tended chiefly for young Students in Divinity ; an Abſtract of 
the Harmony of the Goſpel ; and a Critical Preface to each 
Book of the New Teſtament ; with a General Preface to all 
St. Paul's Epiſtles. Written originally in French, by Meſſrs. DE 
BzausorBE and L' Exraxr, by the Order of the King of 
Pruſſia.. Done into Engli/þ with Additional Notes. 4to. 


A new Verſion of St. Matthew's Goſpel, by the ſame: 
Hands, 4to. ap . 


I. The Office and Work of the Holy Spirit-in every , Age, 

with Reference to particular Perſons. Conſider'd in ſeveral Ser- 
mons on Jobn iii. 6. and Gal. v. 25. Publiſh'd by WILLIAM 

Hazr1s, D. D. 8vo. | | | 
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Church Privileges a vain Security. Exocn's Faith. By - 
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III. The Obligations from Nate "and TILL to Fanny: 3 
e Worlkip,. repreſented and preſſed in Six Sermons)! 92 . | 
Publilh'l by the ſame Author. + 
Thefe three. by the late Reverend and Learied John Hows, 
11 A. aud ſome time Fellow Magdalen College Oron. 


"Memoirs of the Life of the late Reverend and Learned My. 
Joun Hows. Collected by Ebuunp Carahr, D. D. 8vo. 


An Abridgement of Mr. BaxTEs's Hiftory of his Life and 
Times; with an Account of the Miniſters, Sc. who were * 
after the Reſtoration of King CyarLes II. Their EN fx 
themſelves, and Adherents, containing 
Nonconformity ; their Treatment in the R i K. of thi 
and King James, and after the Revolution: And the Continu- 
ation of their Hiſtory to the paſſing of the Bill againſt n 
Conformity in 1711. In 2 Vols. 8 vo. 


A Continuation of the Account of the Miniſters, FE 
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Maſters and the Fellows of Colleges, and - Schoolmaſters, who 
were ejected and ſilenced after the Reſtoration in 1660, by or 
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before the Act for Uniformity. To which is added the Church 
and Diſſenters compared as to Perſecution in ſame Remarks on 
Dr. W aLx8R's — to recover the Names and Sufferings 
of the Clergy that were ſequeſtred, Ac. between 1640 and 1650 
and alſo ſome free Remarks on the 28th Cbapter of Dr. HE x- 
ur s Eſſay on the XXXIX Articles of Religion. In 2 Vols 810. 
Theſe two by Edmund CALAMY, D. D. | 


The Greatneſs of the Divine Love vinttcted: ; excinplified 
and diſplay'd in three Letters. I. Concerning the Poſhbilicy 
of our common Salvation. II. Concerning the Importanee of 
a firm Belief of it. III. Concerning God's abſolute Decres of 
the actual Fall and Miſery of Man and Angels. And in a Dif 
courfe upon 1 Jobs iv. . * an — about Original 
Sin. Price 15. 64. N 


An Efay on Liberty, al and Preſciece, gro. Pride 
. wh 46 4.6. 


Theſe 6100 laft by SAMUEL Faxcounr: 
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